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CDP CLIMATE CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA 2008 TO 2015

This infographic is part of a series of ten infographics focusing on CDP South Africa Climate Change 2008 to 2015.  
Readers are encouraged to read this infographic in conjunction with the other nine, paying particular attention to the methodology infographic.

The South African CDP 
sample is identified 

on the basis of market 
capitalisation. It includes 

the top 100 companies 
listed on the JSE from 

2008 - 2015. It excludes 
large parastatals and 

respondents that are not in 
the formal JSE 100 sample.  

Sectors are identified 
according to Global 

Industry Classification 
Standards (GICS) 

CDP IN SOUTH AFRICA
THE SAMPLE IN CONTEXT

CDP works with 
      institutional 

investors
822 

to help reveal the risk in 
investment portfolios

With assets of

US$95 trillion  

MARKET CAP (MILLION RANDS) OF JSE 
100 INCREASED BY 125% AT 2014 PRICES 

The number of investors requesting climate change 
data through CDP is growing: 

INVESTOR PARTICIPATION 
HAS INCREASED 
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CDP BEGAN IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 
IN 2007
Initial focus: 
JSE 40 companies. 
This was expanded to

(and remains the focus)
JSE 100 in 2008 

Of JSE 100 responding companies 
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COMPOSITION
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NUMBER OF TIMES 
COMPANIES HAVE 
RESPONDED TO 
CDP

companies
outside the JSE 
100 submitted a 
CDP response in 

2015, up from only 
2 in 2009
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THE CDP COMMUNITY 
CONTINUES TO GROW:
More companies outside 
the JSE 100 sample are 
electing to respond to 
CDP
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CDP SOUTH AFRICAN RESPONDING COMPANIES HAVE 
A GROWING INTERNATIONAL REACH
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KEY INTERNATIONAL & NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE DEVELOPMENTS 
INFLUENCE COMPANY DISCLOSURE & RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Jan’05: Clean 
Development 

Mechanism opens

2007: IPCC 4th 
Assessment Report 

produced

Oct’07: IPCC & Al 
Gore win Nobel 
Peace Prize for 
climate change 

efforts

Dec’07: COP13: The 
Bali Road Map is 

adopted; sets long-
term vision for action 

on climate change

2005: CDP publishes 
its 3rd Global 500 

report

Nov-Dec’11: South 
Africa hosts COP 17

Jul’12: Australia 
introduces carbon 
tax (later  repealed)

Sept’13 – Apr 
‘14: IPCC 5th 

Assessment Report 
released 

Dec’13: COP 19 
Warsaw 

Dec’14: COP20 
Lima

Dec’15: COP21 
Paris

2008: CDP extends 
from JSE Top40 in 

2007 to 
JSE Top100

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Jan’07: First 
CDP report process 

began in South 
Africa (JSE 40 
companies)

Mar’05: Energy 
Efficiency Strategy 

of RSA adopted

May’05: Energy 
Efficiency Accord

0ct’07 - 
Feb’08: Eskom 
loadshedding

Jul’08: Cabinet 
approves Long Term 
Mitigation Scenarios

Dec’08: DoE 
publishes Electricity 

Pricing Policy

2009: Integrated 
Reporting 

introduced in King III 
Report & Code

Dec’09: COP15, SA 
makes reduction 

commitments under 
Copenhagen Accord

Feb’10: Eskom 
MYPD2 tariff 

increases approved

May’11:  Policy 
Adjusted IRP2010 

gazetted

Aug’11: Renewable 
Energy IPP 

Procurement 
Programme 

launched

Oct’11: National 
Climate Change 
Response Policy 

approved by 
Cabinet

Feb’12: Design 
proposal for 

SA carbon tax 
announced in 

budget speech

Mar’12: Budget 
speech announcement 

of Carbon Tax 
to be implemented 

starting 2015

Dec’13: NBI’s PSEE 
launched

March’14:  Eskom 
loadshedding 
recommences

July’14: SA’s 
DEA announces 
development of 

carbon budgets for 
key emitters 

May’15: Davis 
Tax Committee 

undertakes public 
consultation on 

carbon tax

South Africa International CDP

Answered Questionaire

Declined to participate

No Response

JSE 100 RESPONSE 
RATE BY YEAR

The response rate 
of the JSE 100

sample has grown 
from 58% in 
2008 to 79% 

in 2015 
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About CDP: 
CDP is a UK-based international, non-profit organisation that holds 
the largest collection of self-reported climate change, water and 
forest-risk data globally.

About NBI: 
The NBI is a voluntary association of companies working towards 
sustainable growth and development in South Africa.

SOUTH AFRICA’S GDP AT CONSTANT 
2010 PRICES (R MILLION) HAS INCREASED 
1.8% PER ANNUM FROM 2008 TO 2014

JSE 100 
companies 
represent a 

market cap of: 
R10.7 

trillion
in 2015 
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South African 
companies report 

emissions from 
operations in over 

countries 
in 2015 (up from 
23 companies in 

48 countries)
in 2008
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44companies 
have been 

consistently 
responding to 

CDP for  
8 years

Companies have responded to CDP in a time of growth and 
significant policy change 


