
 
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                       3 May 2016 
 

EXPLORE HOW SUSTAINABILITY IS CHANGING THE FUTURE OF BUSINESS NOW 
JOIN US AT SB’16 CAPE TOWN 

 
The National Business Initiative (NBI) is co-partnering with Sustainable Brands in staging its first 
South African Conference in Cape Town from 14 to 17 May 2016 (SB ’16 Cape Town) which will 
explore ‘HOW sustainability is changing the future of business NOW’. With special rates for NBI 
members, the conference is the business networking event of the year and an opportunity to 
meet professionals who are thought leaders in all aspects of driving economic, social and 
environmental value for brands. 
 
 
What is Sustainable Brands?: Launched in 2006, Sustainable Brands is a global learning 
collaboration and community of forward-thinking business and brand strategy, marketing and 
sustainability professionals who are looking to shape a better future. Recognising that brands today 
have a unique role to play in focusing corporate energy and influencing culture, the group seeks to 
enable the success of better brands that help to shift the world towards a sustainable economy. 
This aligns fully with NBI’s overall aims and objectives. 
 
Where will the Conference be held? The venue for SB ’16 Cape Town is the brand-new Century City 
Conference Centre, a five star rated green conference venue. Having previously been hosted in 
cities such as London, San Diego and Barcelona this is the first time that a Sustainable Brands 
Conference will be held in South Africa. A further ten Conferences are set to take place in major 
cities worldwide this year - view the list here. 
 

http://www.sustainablebrands.com/events


How is the programme structured? Themed ‘HOW NOW’, the Conference sessions will include 
plenaries, workshops, breakouts, inspirational interludes and tours, debates, how to shape future 
leaders, social networking events and there will also be an activation hub where delegates can 
interact and transform their innovative ideas into reality. Setting the context of the whole gathering 
will be an ‘infographic’ showcase: delegates will be asked 20 questions about current 
environmental, economic and social issues facing Africa and the world, and the answers will be 
released at the opening plenary session. The various tracks are entitled ‘Creating shared value’ 
(circular economies), ‘Building resilience’ (supply chains and enterprise development), ‘Better 
business’ (leadership and strategy), ‘The age of transparency’ (measure, manage and report) and ‘A 
new language’ (communication and behavioural change). The full programme can be downloaded 
here. 
 
Who are the speakers? We are proud to announce that Trevor Manuel, South Africa's former 
Minister of Finance and who has also served as Minister in the Presidency for the National Planning 
Commission, will be delivering the opening keynote address at SB'16 Cape Town. He joins an 
incredible line-up of local and international speakers from brands, corporates and consultancies 
who share a passion for creating a cleaner, fairer and more sustainable world - click here for the full 
line-up.  
The NBI’s CEO Joanne Yawitch will be addressing a ‘Better business’ plenary session on 15 May 
under the title ‘It’s the economy, stupid’, and on 17 May Steve Nicholls, NBI’s Head of Climate 
Change, Green Economy, Energy and Water focus areas, will talk on ‘Driving collective action and 
innovation in the economy’ during ‘A new language’ breakout session. Also on 17 May a panel 
including Justin Smith of Woolworths and Dr David North of Pick n Pay (both NBI Member 
Companies) will debate ‘Food Security, Affordability and Drought - A Perfect Storm.’ 
 
Who should attend? The programme will be of interest to all those involved in sustainability and 
corporate social responsibility, brand strategy, communications, design and innovation, supply 
chain and enterprise development and human resources. Read further details here. 

What are the cost benefits for NBI members? As an NBI member you are eligible for a 20% discount 
off your All-Event Pass! If you purchase three All-Event Passes you will be eligible for a fourth pass 
absolutely free. There are also special packages for companies that would like to access their 
Enterprise Development funds! Business is obliged to spend here, so support has been contracted 
from Greenhouse Business Development to create a special workshop targeted at Enterprise 
Development. Don’t delay – there’s only two weeks to go! View package options here. 

Message from the NBI CEO Joanne Yawitch: “I believe that – having regard to our vision of ‘shaping 
a sustainable future through responsible business action’ – ‘Sustainable Brands ’16 Cape Town’ 
represents a great opportunity for members and stakeholders to engage with experts in all the 
various disciplines that comprise brand leadership. I would urge all those who are involved in this 
vitally important business area – and who isn’t? – to attend the Conference and help achieve our 
goal of a sustainable, equitable and thriving society”. 
 

For further information contact Gillian Hutchings, The Change Agent Collective or click here to 
register now. 
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The National Business Initiative (NBI) respects your right to privacy, if you do not wish to receive 
any further Quick Briefs from the NBI, please click here and your name will be removed from the 

mailing list. 
 

http://www.nbi.org.za/
mailto:JustineA@nbi.org.za?subject=Please%20UNSUBSCRIBE%20me%20-%20Quick%20Brief

