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INDUSTRY NEWS   

ECO-FRIENDLY CONSTRUCTION BLOCKS MADE FROM PLASTIC WASTE New-Zealand-based inventor Peter Lewis' 
RePlast turns plastic waste into walls. The modular system is at the centre of ByFusion, a US-based company that 
converts 100 per cent plastic waste into an alternative building material. Jamie Matroos, BizCommunity, 10 August 
2016. 

NEW YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR AFRICA PROMISES TO BUILD SKILLS Starting in 2017, African youth will have an 
opportunity to gain technical and leadership skills through a new Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) internship 
program: 'Africa's Promise'. BizCommunity, 10 August 2016. 

US$81 BILLION MOBILIZED IN 2015 TO TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE: JOINT MDB REPORT Climate finance totalling US 
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$81 billion was mobilized for projects funded by the world’s six largest multilateral development banks (MDBs) in 
2015. This included $25 billion of MDBs’ direct climate finance, combined with a further $56 billion from other 
investors. Tralac, 10 August 2016. 
 
AIM AT G20 SUMMIT SHOULD BE ON SUSTAINED AND BALANCED GROWTH Expectations are high that world leaders 
at the upcoming G20 summit will lay the path to strong, sustainable and balanced growth, or risk further global 
fragility, an Australian expert has said. Cape Times (ePaper), 10 August 2016. 

SOUTH AFRICA CLIMATE CHANGE BLAMED FOR VANISHING FISH IN LAKE TANGANYIKA Fish are becoming more 
scarce in Africa's oldest and deepest lake, Lake Tanganyika, because of climate warming, not just overfishing, US 
researchers said this week. The study on Lake Tanganyika, which covers parts of Tanzania, Burundi and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, relied on sediment samples drilled from the lake bed and going back 1 500 years to analyse the 
changing biodiversity. News24, 10 August 2016. 

ONLINE UNIVERSITIES COULD SOLVE SOME PROBLEMS AROUND ACCESS TO EDUCATION The establishment of online 
universities, allowing students to obtain education anywhere, could solve some of the problems associated with 
accessing higher education. Ernest Mabuza, BDLive, 10 August 10 2016. 

SOUTH AFRICA SEES INCREASE IN BUSINESS CONFIDENCE FOR SECOND CONSECUTIVE MONTH South African 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SACCI) Business Confidence Index (BCI) measured 96 in July, up 0.9 index points 
from the 95.1 index points it reported in June. Megan Van Wyngaardt, Engineering News, 8 August 2016. 

EARTHLIFE AFRICA CALLS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR LEGAL CHALLENGE TO NUCLEAR BUILD IN SA Earthlife Africa 
is calling for financial support for its legal challenge to a 9,6 GW new-nuclear build programme in South Africa. EE 
Publishers, 8 August 2016. 

AFFORDABLE SOLAR SCHEMES LIGHT WAY TO ENERGY FOR ALL IN ZIMBABWE Innovative ways to pay for solar power 
systems could make clean energy affordable for many of Zimbabwe's 1.5-million households that lack electricity, 
campaigners say. Zimbabwe produces only around 60% of the electricity it needs when demand is highest, and relies 
on costly imports to make up some of the shortage, particularly when drought hits hydropower facilities, as happened 
this year. Engineering News, 8 August 2016. 

YOUNG PEOPLE ENCOURAGED TO FIND OPPORTUNITIES FROM WASTE Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa 
encouraged entrepreneurs to look to the R25 billion waste sector for business opportunities in the recycling economy 
during the Annual Waste Khoro held in Durban. The waste sector has been identified as a critical sector which has the 
potential to contribute substantially to economic growth. Micro collectors are key to the waste sector and contribute 
to higher levels of recycling, helping divert waste that would go to landfills. BizCommunity, 8 August 2016. 

NBI INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 
Bringing you news and the latest research from our international partners  

  

UN GLOBAL COMPACT (UNGC) The UN Global Compact is a strategic policy initiative for businesses that are 
committed to aligning their operations and strategies with ten universally accepted principles in the areas of human 
rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption. The NBI hosts the Local Network of the UNGC. Read the following 
announcement: “UN Global Compact Launches Local Network in the Philippines”, here.  
 
CDP The CDP in South Africa is a long-standing partnership between the London-based CDP and the NBI. Read their 
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news article entitled: “Unprecedented global rise in cities disclosing climate strategies”, here. 
 
WORLD BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (WBCSD) NBI is the global partner of the WBCSD in 
South Africa. Read the following announcement: “Sowing seeds for sustainability: Bunge joins WBCSD” here. 
 
WE MEAN BUSINESS (WMB) Click here to view their website. 

NBI NEWS 

CAN BUSINESS ENERGY EFFICIENCY LIGHTEN THE LOAD ON SOUTH AFRICA’S POWER GRID South Africa’s electricity 

supply issues are well documented. Sometimes there simply isn’t enough electricity to go around, leading to regular 

scheduled power cuts (known as “load-shedding”). An ageing and unreliable electricity supply infrastructure, which 

requires increasing amounts of maintenance and money to keep it running, is struggling to keep up with demand. 

Benjamin Curnier, Cape Business News, 10 August 2016. 

NBI MEMBER COMPANY NEWS 

WWF SOUTH AFRICA AND WOOLWORTHS EXTEND SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP Following the success of a 

three-year sustainable business partnership, the World Wide Fund for Nature South Africa (WWF-SA) and Woolworths 

have announced a second partnership which will take further strides to accelerate sustainable business action through 

selected Woolworths’ products and operations. Read here. 

AVENG DIVESTS FROM STEEL SECTOR THROUGH STEELEDALE SALE As part of its efforts to divest of its steel assets, 

JSE-listed Aveng on Wednesday revealed that its wholly owned subsidiary Aveng Africa had reached an agreement 

with Kutana Steel stipulating that the latter would acquire a 70% interest in the Steeledale business for R252-million. 

Engineering News, 10 August 2016. 

HARMONY SUPPORTS ENACTUS TO IMPROVE COMMUNITIES’ LIVELIHOODS Entrepreneurship is one on of the ways 

to invest in people and invest in the livelihoods of communities, in order to help improve and build more sustainable 

societies. Harmony Gold Mine will once again have the honour of being one of the platinum sponsors for the annual 

Enactus event, for the 10th year, this year. Mining News, 27 July 2016. 

NDLOVU TO HEAD ANGLO COAL Anglo American Platinum (Amplats) operational processing executive head July 

Ndlovu has been appointed CEO of Anglo American’s coal business in South Africa. Engineering News, 26 July 2016.  

IDC, AFD SIGN €60M CREDIT AGREEMENT FOR GREEN PROJECTS South Africa’s Industrial Development Corporation 

(IDC) has signed an agreement with France's development agency, Agence Française de Développement (AFD), for a 

€60-million credit line aimed at local small-scale green projects. Engineering News, 20 July 2016. 

AD OF THE WEEK: ABSA, REWRITING THE FUTURE Marklives.com, 20 July 2016. 

KPMG’S PERSPECTIVES ON THE DRAFT MINING CHARTER The clarity and achievability of the draft Mining Charter is of 

paramount importance to ensure regulatory certainty and that its adoption truly achieves the intended outcomes for 

transformation for black South Africans. Therefore KPMG in South Africa was invited to provide written inputs and 

comments to the notice gazetted by the Department of Minerals Resources (DMR). Transform SA, 19 July 2016. 

WOOLWORTHS’ ‘INSIDE RETAIL’ PROGRAMME REACHES 32 TVET COLLEGES Woolworths recently hosted its annual 

‘Inside Retail’ programme, targeting 32 technical vocational education and training colleges in Cape Town through a 
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week-long, embedded course aimed at providing practical experience and knowledge of the retail value chain in South 

Africa. Transform SA, 19 July 2016. 

VODACOM PROVIDE FOOD SECURITY ACROSS SOUTH AFRICA FOR MANDELA DAY Rosebank Killarney Gazette, 19 

July 2016. 

ERM PROVIDES IKAMVAYOUTH WITH NOKERO SOLAR LIGHTS BizCommunity, 6 July 2016. 

NOTICES, REPORTS, OPINION AND SURVEYS   

CAPE TOWN ENERGY EFFICIENCY FORUM AWARDS 2016 Has your business implemented successful energy efficiency 
interventions in your building/s or operations? Nominations are now invited for the Energy Efficiency Forum Awards 
2016, and the deadline for submission is 13 September 2016. This annual Award recognises leadership and encourages 
businesses to continue reducing their energy consumption. Applications are judged on their energy management 
systems and significant energy efficiency interventions - including both technological improvements and behaviour 
change - which have resulted in substantial and sustainable reductions in energy consumption. Three award categories 
cover retrofits of existing small and large buildings/ operations and new build (any size). The winners will be 
recognised at an awards ceremony on 16 November 2016. Website. 
 
LATEST WBCSD BRIEFING ON THE SDGS is attached here.    

ERM ARTICLE ON SOCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT AND ITS RETURNS IN THE 2016 AFRICA ENERGY YEARBOOK Read here. 

THE IMPACT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ENCA, 27 July 2016. 

AFRICA’S BRIGHTEST YOUTH BRAINSTORM SOLUTIONS TO SOCIOECONOMIC CHALLENGES One hundred of Africa’s 
most innovative youth gathered at the Brightest Young Minds (BYM) 2016 summit, held in Johannesburg last month, 
to discuss and find innovative solutions for Africa’s socioeconomic challenges. Engineering News, 22 July 2016. 

A NEW REPORT BY ECOSYSTEM MARKETPLACE - BUYING IN: TAKING STOCK OF THE ROLE OF OFFSETS IN 
CORPORATE CARBON STRATEGIES was recently released. Download the report here.  

  

NBI EVENTS 2016   

BUSINESS DIALOGUE ON SOCIAL & ECONOMIC CLUSTERS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS Friday, 12 August 
2016 Grindrod Bank, Kingsmead Office Park, Durban. The National Business Initiative (NBI) and the Global Compact 
Network South Africa are hosting a one day business dialogue in KZN on the implementation of the SDGs. Please 
contact Achieng Ojwang for more details or click here to register. 

NBI TLS: BUSINESS & CLIMATE SUMMIT, WE MEAN BUSINESS AND GREEN ECONOMY Wednesday, 17 August 2016 
Rosebank Crowne Plaza Hotel, Johannesburg. The NBI is delighted to announce an exciting, information packed TLS 
showcasing the latest international climate and policy paradigm shifts fresh from the Business & Climate Summit in 
London, as well as the latest news and developments from our international partners at We Mean Business. In 
addition to this, we will be providing feedback and insights from our Green Economy work. If you are an NBI Member 
Company and would like to attend the last session taking place in Johannesburg, please click here. 

NBI TLS: POWER GENERATION SCENARIOS FOR SOUTH AFRICA Friday, 19 August 2016 Ten Bompas Hotel, Dunkeld, 
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Johannesburg. The NBI is hosting a TLS session to discuss power sector scenarios for South Africa, based on our socio-
economic scenarios for the country. Future power generation options remain an area of keen interest and sometimes 
even controversy. Our scenarios are the outcome of round table conversations with energy specialists, socio-political 
analysts, economists, WWF, and government policy makers. If you are an NBI member company and would like to 
attend this session, please click here. Further details can be obtained from Leon Lizamore. 

NBI & GIZ UMHLATHUZE WATER PARTNERSHIP LAUNCH Friday, 19 August 2016 The Premier Hotel, Richards Bay, 
KZN. Please contact Alex McNamara for details on this event. 

ENERGY FUTURES: THE ROLE OF ROOFTOP SOLAR IN IMPROVING CORPORATE ENERGY EFFICIENCY August 2016. 
Johannesburg (Rosebank Crowne Plaza Hotel) & Cape Town (Atlantic Imbizo Conference & Function Studio). The NBI 
and Solsquare are hosting these two events highlighting the role of rooftop solar in ensuring an energy efficient future 
for companies and businesses. These sessions aim to demystify roof top solar PV technologies, detailing how this 
solution is a viable and reliable energy generation alternative for businesses. Please click here if you wish to ACCEPT: 
Johannesburg (25 August 2016) and here if you wish to ACCEPT: Cape Town (26 August 2016). For additional details 
please contact Amy Marshall. 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP AND DIALOGUE DISCUSSION: ACCELERATING YOUTH TRANSITIONS INTO THE LABOUR 
MARKET Tuesday, 30 August 2016 The Maslow Hotel, Sandton. The NBI is hosting a Thought Leadership and Dialogue 
Discussion under the broad theme of ‘Accelerating Youth Transitions into the Labour Market’. The discussion will draw 
primarily on the report, The Social Profile of Youth, 2009 – 2014 (Statistics South Arica, 2016). The report paints the 
urgency to find ways in which to scale-up interventions aimed at accelerating youth employability for absorption into 
jobs as well as self-employment. Statistician-General, Dr Pali Lehohla, will lead the discussion. Please click here to 
register for this dialogue. 

SOUTH AFRICAN EVENTS 2016 

EARTH EXPO 11 TO 14 AUGUST 2016 MonteCasino, Johannesburg. Breaking borders in our rainbow nation, this expo 
is targeted at individuals and professionals from all walks of life, age, vocation and culture. This show is set to give 
exposure to every aspect of living that needs to change. Affordability and accessibility for our participants is our focus 
to ensure we expose the innovation, individuals and companies making a concerted effort in environmental 
responsibility. Website. 
 
CAMBRIDGE SUSTAINABILITY PRACTITIONER PROGRAMME 14 to 17 August 2016 Intundla Game Lodge, Gauteng. 
We need to rapidly engineer a sustainable economy, one that meets human needs within natural constraints – within 
the carrying capacity of the one planet we all live on and depend on. We need organisations that are able to create 
jobs and increase access to products, services and livelihood opportunities in a resource‐constrained and low‐trust 
world. We need to develop leadership at all levels in organisation that understand what is required. This seminar is 
designed for managers in organisations from the private or public sector to equip them with a high-level 
understanding of sustainability. For more information as well as the application form, please have a look at the 
website or contact Magda on magda.dekok@cisl.cam.ac.uk. 
 
WWF MEDIA BRIEFING BIG FIVE AT CITES: KEY ISSUES AT GLOBAL WILDLIFE TRADE CONFERENCE Tuesday, 16 August 
2016, WWF Office, Braamfontein, Johannesburg. This briefing is being held in anticipation of the global wildlife trade 
conference (CITES) that is to take place in Johannesburg towards the end of September 2106. Leading international 
and local WWF wildlife experts will be available to answer all your questions about the Big Five major issues that will 
feature on the agenda. RSVP here. 
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AWS INTERNATIONAL WATER STEWARDSHIP STANDARD TRAINING COURSES 16 to 18 August 2016 Pretoria, 
Gauteng. Developed by leading organizations like The Nature Conservancy, SGS, WWF, Water Stewardship Australia, 
AWS training is at the leading edge of water stewardship thinking worldwide. Whether you are a major water user, a 
regulatory body, a natural resource manager or a civil society group; AWS’s training can give you what you need to 
advocate for and implement responsible water stewardship. These courses will be offered step-wise, from 
introductory to advanced, with modules on specific topics according to demand. Please contact 
mark@allianceforwaterstewardship.org if you would like to attend or click here to access the website. 
 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY FORUM 25 August 2016 West Campus Presentation Room, Old Mutual Head Office, Pinelands, 
Cape Town.  At this next meeting, Ackermans and Clicks will share their retail case studies, with results and lessons. A 
new rebate from Eskom, and support programme from the National Cleaner Production Centre will feature. 
GreenCape will present on trends in innovative financing, solar PV and energy service companies (ESCos), and there 
will be an informal ‘marketplace’ with ESCOs which provide energy management help and funding options. The City 
will introduce their Resource Efficiency Criteria for Development and speak about energy storage. Updates will also be 
given by GBCSA and Western Cape Province. Kindly contact Busiswa Galada at eeforum@capetown.gov.za and (021) 
487 2022, or Londiwe.Mtolo@capetown.gov.za and 021-444-2123. Attendance is free of charge.  
 
INTERNATIONALLY CERTIFIED GRI SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING COURSE 6 to 8 September 2016 at the Glenhove 
Conference Centre in Johannesburg. This course combines the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) certified course on 
sustainability reporting with the GRI Performance Indicator Workshop. The course also addresses the link between 
sustainability- and integrated reporting. Participants receive a GRI certificate. For more information visit www.ess-
sustainability.co.za, e-mail seakle@ess-sustainability.co.za or phone 082 395 7582. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS TO ENERGY MANAGEMENT TRAINING (FEMT) 12 September 2016, Pretoria, Gauteng. Learn the 
basics of electrical, mechanical, thermo systems and energy management fundamentals and how to manage these 
efficiently, an ideal course to invigorate technical knowledge. Email: izelle@entf.co.za if you are interested in 
attending this course. 
 
AFRICA’S PREMIER ENTERPRISE AND SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 11 to 12 October 2016 Riversands 
Incubation Hub, Fourways, Johannesburg. Now in its 7th year, the annual ESD Conference has become a must-attend 
event on SA’s industry calendar. Bringing together big business, government, SME’s and high growth potential 
entrepreneurs, the event aims to facilitate industry partnerships across all sectors for sustainable job creation and 
economic growth. Click here for the proposal and here to obtain a registration form. 
 
THE FIRST ENERGY FUTURES DIALOGUE 12 October 2016 Bunting Road Campus, School of Tourism & Hospitality, 
University of Johannesburg. This event will be hosted by the University of Johannesburg, WWF South Africa and EE 
Publishers and will include a high-level programme of eminent keynote speakers and presenters, drawn from central 
and local government departments, government agencies, regulators, academia, financial institutions, industry 
associations and institutes, state-owned enterprises, industrialists, business, trade unions and civil society. Further 
details here. 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 2016 

TERNATVENTS 2016   
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WORLD WATER WEEK IN STOCKHOLM 28 August to 2 September 2016, Stockholm, Sweden. World Water Week in 
Stockholm is the annual focal point for the globe’s water issues. It is organized by SIWI and this year’s theme is 
Water for Sustainable Growth. Event website. 

2016 IUCN WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS 1 to 10 September 2016 Honolulu, HI, USA. The 2016 International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Congress will focus on the theme "Planet at the Crossroads". Among 
other objectives, the World Congress will launch the Hawai'i commitments: globally transformative and innovative 
conservation initiatives to meet the critical challenges and opportunities of our time, including the imperative to 
scale up action on biodiversity and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Details here. 

SUSTAINABLE BRANDS CONFERENCE BUENOS AIRES 13 to 14 September, 2016, Buenos Aires, Argentina. Register 
here. 

CLIMATE WEEK NYC 19 to 25 September 2016, New York, USA. Climate Week NYC brings together influential global 
figures - and new voices - from the worlds of business, government and society who are leading the low carbon transition. 

Details here. 

VERGE 2016 CONFERENCE 19 to 22 September 2016 Santa Clara, CA, USA. VERGE is a global event series that 
focuses on the technologies and systems that accelerate sustainability solutions across sectors in a climate-
constrained world. Further information. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ICSD) 21 to 22 September 2016, New York, USA. 
The aim of the conference is to identify and share practical, evidence-based solutions that can support the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The ICSD provides a unique opportunity to bring together stakeholders from 
government, academia, the United Nations, international agencies, NGOs, and grassroots organizers to share 
practical solutions towards the achievement of more sustainable and inclusive societies. Click here to register. 

2016 WBCSD COUNCIL MEETING 3 to 6 October 2016 Chennai, India. Register now and benefit from the early bird 
rates, joining leaders from around the world as we explore Implementing Sustainability at Scale at the epicentre of 
the developing world. 

AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE EXTRACTIVES SUMMIT 13 to 14 October 2016 Hyatt Regency Hotel, Dar Es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Reducing operational risk through Social and Environmental Performance in the Extractives Sector. The 
1st African Sustainable Extractives Summit will cover various perspectives of Sustainable Business in the Extractives 
Sector -oil, gas and mining- in the African region. Core issues that will be addressed during the summit include social 
performance, environmental performance and stakeholder engagement. Register here. 

TIONAL EVENTS 2016 

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 

In order to refine our communications with you, please subscribe to the following interest areas. We will then notify you 
of NBI publications and events relating to that topic. 

  

SUBSCRIBE TO ON A CLEAR DAY   UNSUBSCRIBE TO ON A CLEAR DAY  
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“On a Clear Day” seeks to notify subscribers of interesting articles, papers and news freely available from the 
internet. The National Business Initiative (NBI) encourages debate on sustainability issues and does not necessarily 
endorse any particular viewpoint. We welcome any feedback you might have. Please direct comments and queries 
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