
 
 
 

 

VACANCY 
CLOSING DATE: 17 MARCH 2017 

 

JOB TITLE 
 

Research and Network Manager: Water Public Private Partnerships 

NBI The National Business Initiative (NBI) is a voluntary coalition of South African 
and multinational companies, working towards sustainable growth and 
development in South Africa and the shaping of a sustainable future through 
responsible business action. Since our inception in 1995, the NBI has made a 
distinct impact in, amongst others, the spheres of housing delivery, crime 
prevention, local economic development, public sector capacity building, 
further education and training, schooling, public private partnerships, energy 
efficiency and climate change. 
 

The NBI is commencing a research project on potential Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPPs) for the provision of water in South Africa. The project 
aims to learn from best practice within similar projects in conjunction with the 
creation of a ‘water network’ that brings together relevant South African 
stakeholders. The manager will be instrumental in managing the research, 
creating the network and translating the input into specific discussion papers 
that outline how PPPs could contribute to the provision of water in South 
Africa. This position lasts for the duration of the project (24 months). 
 

The project is the result of a collaboration between NBI, the Confederation of 
Danish Industry and Voluntas Advisory funded by the Danish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. The Confederation of Danish Industry supports business 
organizations in other countries through capacity building and strategic 
partnership projects. Voluntas Advisory is a management consultancy firm 
driven by creating business strategies with a purpose beyond profit and 
developing policies for sustainable impact. 

MAIN AREAS OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 Lead research on best practice on water PPPs (governance models, 
financing structures, contract approaches, delivery mechanisms) through 
literature review and expert interviews 

 Identify and build relations with private and public stakeholders within 
the water supply and treatment industry 

 Set up communications infrastructure for the network (including a 
website) 

 Plan and implement workshops and conferences for the network 

 Draft discussion papers and ensure broad buy-in 

 Promote dissemination of the findings by setting up meetings with policy 
makers  

 Write a final report and share results in NBI stakeholder communities and 
media outlets 

 Coordinate project with international partners 
 

REPORTING 
STRUCTURE 

Reports to Programme Manager: Climate and Water 

REQUIRED 
QUALIFICATIONS 

At least 5 years of relevant experience and a post-graduate university degree 
in engineering, public policy, law, economics/finance, environmental science 
or other with a focus relevant to PPPs. 

Prior specific experience with PPP models and water provision are strong 
assets. A strong commercial network and experience within the water supply 
sector is a big advantage for the position. 
 



REQUIRED 
COMPETENCIES 

 A strong interest in improving water provision in South Africa through 
innovative approaches. 

 Very strong written and oral communication skills, ideally illustrated with 
publically available work. 

 Thrive when building new relationships and have solid project 
management skills, including with international partners.  

 

PACKAGE 
 

This is a fixed term 2 year contract and remuneration will be negotiable in the 
range of R500 000 to R600 000 per annum, in accordance with the level and 
experience of the successful candidate. 

 

Please note:  Interested persons should please forward their detailed CVs to Reneé Singh via e-mail 
renees@nbi.org.za or phone (011) 544-6000 / fax (086) 505-8988 


