CASE IN POINT

Knysna
Rehabilitation
Project

HOW NEDBANK IS SUPPORTING
THE REGENERATION OF ONE OF
SA’S MOST VALUABLE
ECOSYSTEMS

The devastating fires that burned
through many parts of Knysna and
the surrounding areas in 2017 not only
destroyed homes and businesses –
they also created a risk of long-term
financial losses for the area due to
the possibility of declining tourism
while its natural beauty is being
restored.
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OPERATIONS

Nedbank has partnered with the local government in the region,
NGOs, the WWF-SA, Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) and Food
and Trees For Africa (FTFA), as well as several other organisations,
to support and promote the rehabilitation of Knysna and its
surrounds. Our programme of activities forms part of a much
bigger, sustained effort to restore Knysna.

Our rehabilitation investment
includes R750 000. This is in
addition to the immediate
support provided to the area,
which included R200 000 and
blankets donated through the
Nedbank Foundation as well as
clothing and groceries donated
by staff.

Rehabilitation activity includes:

ALIEN-INVASIVE
PLANT REMOVAL

PROTECTION OF THE
KNYSNA ESTUARY

Financial support through the WWF-SA
for the government-led Garden Route
Rebuild Initiative's interventions aimed
at stopping the regrowth and spread of
alien-invasive species following the fires.
It was the presence of these alien trees
and plants in the area that helped to
fuel the ferocity of the fires, so this is
important preventative work. It also has
a positive impact on water supply in the
area as alien-invasive vegetation uses
exponentially more water than
indigenous varieties.

The estuary is key in terms of tourism to
the area and home to many unique and
endangered species, including seagrass
and the Knysna seahorse. The fires have
made the estuary vulnerable to siltation,
bank collapse and increased levels of
pollution (see image on previous page).
Financial support from Nedbank will
enable EWT to install Biohaven floating
islands, which reduce sediment and
nutrient loads entering water bodies,
develop a Soil and Water Assessment
Tool (SWAT) and further leverage citizen
scientist volunteer networks to provide
ongoing system health data.

Photograph provided by Louw Claasens.

PROVISION OF TREES TO IMPACTED
SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
AND OUR CLIENTS

Photograph provided by Heather Dugmore.

As part of the municipality-driven ‘Green Friday’ initiative, Nedbank provided trees
to impacted schools and community organisations. This was done in conjunction
with FTFA. FTFA facilitated the tree planting, provided environmental education to
the children and will monitor these during the first year to protect our investment.
We also donated trees to Knysna-based clients who wished to plant them in their
gardens or public areas as part of the re-greening efforts.
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