
GL BAL STATUS REPORT:
“Sustainable consumption and production is about promoting resource and 
energy efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and providing access to basic 

services, green and decent jobs and a better quality of life for all. 

Its implementation helps to achieve overall development plans, reduce future 
economic, environmental and social costs, strengthen economic 

competitiveness and reduce poverty.”
- UN
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Example of best practice: Nike

12.1 Implement the 10-Year Framework of 
Programmes on Sustainable Consumption 
and Production Patterns, all countries 
taking action, with developed countries 
taking the lead, taking into account the 
development and capabilities of 
developing countries

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally 
sound management of chemicals and all 
wastes throughout their life cycle, in 
accordance with agreed international 
frameworks, and significantly reduce their 
release to air, water and soil in order to 
minimize their adverse impacts on human 
health and the environment

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people 
everywhere have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable 
development and lifestyles in harmony 
with nature

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable 
management and efficient use of natural 
resources

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food 
waste at the retail and consumer levels 
and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-harvest 
losses

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste 
generation through prevention, reduction, 
recycling and reuse

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large 
and transnational companies, to adopt 
sustainable practices and to integrate 
sustainability information into their 
reporting cycle

12.A Support developing countries to 
strengthen their scientific and technological 
capacity to move towards more sustainable 
patterns of consumption and production

12.B Develop and implement tools to monitor 
sustainable development impacts for 
sustainable tourism that creates jobs and 
promotes local culture and products

12.7 Promote public procurement practices 
that are sustainable, in accordance with 
national policies and priorities 12.C Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel 

subsidies that encourage wasteful 
consumption by removing market distortions, 
in accordance with national circumstances (…)

Source: http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/index.html

Gross domestic expenditure on research and development (GERD)
Source: Arond and Bell (2010). Note: ESRC region definitions.

Sources: UNCTAD secretariat calculations based on UNWTO (2010) and 
United Nations Statistical Commission (2015).

Company information
o Mission: Bring Inspiration and Innovation to Every 

Athlete In The World (If You Have A Body, You Are An 
Athlete)

o Based in Beaverton, Oregon, NIKE, Inc. includes the Nike, 
Converse, Hurley, and Jordan brands

Challenges
o The effects of climate change were more apparent than 

ever, in part caused by record levels of carbon emissions
o A move away from built-in obsolescence, toward circular 

design for recycling or reuse, is a challenge that the 
apparel and footwear industry is taking the lead on

Solutions
o In 2016, NIKE set an ambition to double business 

while cutting environmental impact in half on a per 
unit basis

o Investing in disruptive innovations and enterprise-
wide strategies to cut our carbon emissions, water 
use, and controversial chemistries in half, while 
moving toward a circular future

o Example: NIKE Free RN Flyknit shoe reduces waste by 
60 percent compared to a traditional running shoe

“If you can’t go outside to run because of air pollution, if 
you don’t have clean water to drink, and if you don’t 
have a place to play… you don’t have sport.”
- Mark Parker, Chairman, President and CEO of NIKE

Disclaimer: data gathered has been gathered from the SDG Tracker, ILO and company websites, and represents a snapshot in time. More accurate and up to date 
data can be found on the relevant website. While effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented.

http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/index.html
http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/target_12_a.html#ref_ArondBell_2010
http://steps-centre.org/anewmanifesto/manifesto_2010/clusters/cluster16/RD_Data.pdf
http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/target_12_b.html#ref_Unwto_2010
http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/target_12_b.html#ref_Unsc_2015
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12.4: By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound
management of chemicals and all wastes throughout
their life cycle, in accordance with agreed
international frameworks, and significantly reduce
their release to air, water and soil in order to minimize
their adverse impacts on human health and the
environment.

Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Sustainable consumption and production is about promoting resource and energy efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and providing access to basic 
services, green and decent jobs and a better quality of life for all. Its implementation helps to achieve overall development plans, reduce future 

economic, environmental and social costs, strengthen economic competitiveness and reduce poverty.

-UN SDG Tracker

National KPIs used based on data available: 

12.4.1D: Percentage of international multilateral environmental 
agreements on hazardous waste, and other chemicals that South 
Africa has committed to

Targets Indicators National data 
available?

Impact 
through direct 
investment?

12.1 Implement the 10-Year Framework 
of Programmes on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Patterns, 
all countries taking action, with 
developed countries taking the lead, 
taking into account the development 
and capabilities of developing countries

12.1.1 Number of countries with 
sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP) national action plans 
or SCP mainstreamed as a priority or a 
target into national policies

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable 
management and efficient use of 
natural resources

12.2.1 Material footprint, material 
footprint per capita, and material 
footprint per GDP

12.2.2 Domestic material consumption, 
domestic material consumption per 
capita, and domestic material 
consumption per GDP

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer 
levels and reduce food losses along 
production and supply chains, including 
post-harvest losses

12.3.1 Global food loss index

12.4 By 2020, achieve the 
environmentally sound management of 
chemicals and all wastes throughout 
their life cycle, in accordance with 
agreed international frameworks, and 
significantly reduce their release to air, 
water and soil in order to minimize their 
adverse impacts on human health and 
the environment

12.4.1 Number of parties to 
international multilateral 
environmental agreements on 
hazardous waste, and other chemicals 
that meet their commitments and 
obligations in transmitting information 
as required by each relevant 
agreement

12.4.2 Hazardous waste generated per 
capita and proportion of hazardous 
waste treated, by type of treatment

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce 
waste generation through prevention, 
reduction, recycling and reuse

12.5.1 National recycling rate, tons of 
material recycled

12.6 Encourage companies, especially 
large and transnational companies, to 
adopt sustainable practices and to 
integrate sustainability information into 
their reporting cycle

12.6.1 Number of companies 
publishing sustainability reports

12.7 Promote public procurement 
practices that are sustainable, in 
accordance with national policies and 
priorities

12.7.1 Number of countries 
implementing sustainable public 
procurement policies and action plans

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people 
everywhere have the relevant 
information and awareness for 
sustainable development and lifestyles 
in harmony with nature

12.8.1 Extent to which (i) global 
citizenship education and (ii) education 
for sustainable development (including 
climate change education) are 
mainstreamed in (a) national education 
policies; (b) curricula; (c) teacher 
education; and (d) student assessment

12.a Support developing countries to 
strengthen their scientific and 
technological capacity to move towards 
more sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production

12.a.1 Amount of support to 
developing countries on research and 
development for sustainable 
consumption and production and 
environmentally sound technologies

12.b Develop and implement tools to 
monitor sustainable development 
impacts for sustainable tourism that 
creates jobs and promotes local culture 
and products

12.b.1 Number of sustainable tourism 
strategies or policies and implemented 
action plans with agreed monitoring 
and evaluation tools

12.c Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel 
subsidies that encourage wasteful 
consumption by removing market 
distortions, in accordance with national 
circumstances, including by 
restructuring taxation and phasing out 
those harmful subsidies, where they 
exist, to reflect their environmental 
impacts, taking fully into account the 
specific needs and conditions of 
developing countries and minimizing 
the possible adverse impacts on their 
development in a manner that protects 
the poor and the affected communities

12.c.1 Amount of fossil-fuel subsidies 
per unit of GDP (production and 
consumption) and as a proportion of 
total national expenditure on fossil 
fuels

Overview:

South Africa can 

report on 8% of 
indicators 

Analysis of South Africa’s progress on SDG 12
as per the SDG Index & Dashboards Report
2018:

107/150
SA’s global rating on SDGs in 

general:

There is 
insufficient data 
to aggregate into 
a trend at this 
stage

The waste economy has potential to
expand in South Africa:

The current size of waste economy in SA
(DST 2014) can be quantified as follows:

SDG 12 is clearly poorly understood in 
South Africa- why should business pay
closer attention to this SDG?

1

R 15 billion 29 833 jobs

…could be unlocked if 100% of the
13 waste streams were to be
recycled, however, current policy
ambition is only set to unlock
around R9.2 billion by 2022

Current recycling rates in SA:

2 Potential opportunity:

Re-use/ recycle (close 
production loops, 
minimize waste

A simple sketch of the waste system in
South Africa helps to identify where the
potential risk ( ) and opportunity( )
for this system lie but further research
and data is required to understand these
systems fully:
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waste

Waste 
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How does your company manage
waste throughout its value chain?
How could you unlock value?

R17 billion 

Innovation is required to identify 
avenues for impact 

Yes No

Further detail and data provided 

Available data for  South Africa as disclosed in the 
StatsSA SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017

Disclaimer: Data for these posters has been gathered from: the UN SDG Tracker, the ILO, the CSIR, Climate Action Tracker, the SDG Compass compiled by United Nations Global Compact, the SDG Index & Dashboards Report 2018 by Bertelsman Stiftung & the
Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Fragile Planet: Scoring Climate Risks Around the World by HSBC 2018 (Global Research), National Government reports (Operation Phakhisa: Ocean Economy), SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017 by StatsSA, The Waste
Economy- Market Intelligence Report by Green Cape, and represents a snapshot in time. These posters will be updated as more accurate data becomes available. While significant effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented. Images from Pexels: https://www.pexels.com

However…


