
GL BAL STATUS REPORT:
“Affordable, scalable solutions are now available to enable countries to 

leapfrog to cleaner, more resilient economies. 

The pace of change is quickening as more people are turning to renewable 
energy and a range of other measures that will reduce emissions and increase 

adaptation efforts.”
- UN
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Example of best practice: Carlsberg

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive 
capacity to climate-related hazards and 
natural disasters in all countries

13.a Implement the commitment 
undertaken by developed-country parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing 
jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all 
sources to address the needs of developing 
countries in the context of meaningful 
mitigation actions and transparency on 
implementation and fully operationalize the 
Green Climate Fund through its capitalization 
as soon as possible

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 
national policies, strategies and planning

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising 
and human and institutional capacity on 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, 
impact reduction and early warning

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising 
capacity for effective climate change-
related planning and management in least 
developed countries and small island 
developing States, including focusing on 
women, youth and local and marginalized 
communities

Source: National Centers for Environmental Information.
Notes: Temperature anomaly is defined as a departure from a long-term 
average. The global anomalies are calculated with respect to the 20th century 
average

Source: The International Disaster Database.

Figure 13.2. Global catastrophic loss events 1980-2015 (Number of disasters)
Figure 13.1. Global land-ocean temperature index, 1880-2015)

Company information
o Carlsberg Group is one of the leading brewery groups in 

the world today, with a large portfolio of beer and other 
beverage brands

o More than 41,000 people work for the Carlsberg Group
o Carlsberg’s products are sold in +150 markets

Challenges
o Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our 

time. Addressing it requires a transition to a low-carbon 
economy

o Consumption and waste

Solutions
o Carlsberg supports SDG 13: Climate action, and in 

particular stronger resilience to climate change
o Bold targets will stimulate the kind of game-changing 

innovation the world needs
o Examples:

o Engage with suppliers with highest CO2 footprint 
to reduce shared emissions

o Integrate CO2 in supplier relationship 
management process to measure and follow up 
on supplier performance

o Develop and market innovations with lower 
carbon footprint and material use

o Increase communication and engagement with 
consumers on climate change

Disclaimer: data gathered has been gathered from the SDG Tracker, ILO and company websites, and represents a snapshot in time. More accurate and up to date 
data can be found on the relevant website. While effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented.

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/time-series/global
http://www.emdat.be/
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Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

Affordable, scalable solutions are now available to enable countries to leapfrog to cleaner, more resilient economies. The pace of change is 
quickening as more people are turning to renewable energy and a range of other measures that will reduce emissions and increase adaptation 

efforts.

-UN SDG Tracker

Targets Indicators National data 
available

Can I make and 
impact through 
direct 
investment?

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity 
to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in 
all countries

13.1.1 Number of deaths, missing persons and 
directly affected persons attributed to disasters 
per 100,000 population

13.1.2 Number of countries that adopt and 
implement national disaster risk reduction 
strategies in line with the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030

13.1.3 Proportion of local governments that 
adopt and implement local disaster risk reduction 
strategies in line with national disaster risk 
reduction strategies

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 
national policies, strategies and planning

13.2.1 Number of countries that have 
communicated the establishment or 
operationalization of an integrated 
policy/strategy/plan which increases their ability 
to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate 
change, and foster climate resilience and low 
greenhouse gas emissions development in a 
manner that does not threaten food production 
(including a national adaptation plan, nationally 
determined contribution, national 
communication, biennial update report or other)

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and 
human and institutional capacity on climate 
change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction 
and early warning

13.3.1 Number of countries that have integrated 
mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and 
early warning into primary, secondary and 
tertiary curricula

13.3.2 Number of countries that have 
communicated the strengthening of institutional, 
systemic and individual capacity-building to 
implement adaptation, mitigation and technology 
transfer, and development actions

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by 
developed-country parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change to a 
goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 
2020 from all sources to address the needs of 
developing countries in the context of meaningful 
mitigation actions and transparency on 
implementation and fully operationalize the 
Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as 
soon as possible

13.a.1 Mobilized amount of United States dollars 
per year between 2020 and 2025 accountable 
towards the $100 billion commitment

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for 
effective climate change-related planning and 
management in least developed countries and 
small island developing States, including focusing 
on women, youth and local and marginalized 
communities

13.b.1 Number of least developed countries and 
small island developing States that are receiving 
specialized support, and amount of support, 
including finance, technology and capacity-
building, for mechanisms for raising capacities for 
effective climate change-related planning and 
management, including focusing on women, 
youth and local and marginalized communities

Why should South Africa increase their climate change ambition?

Available data in South Africa

13.1: Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and
natural disasters in all countries

National KPIs used based on data available:

13.1.2D: Number of national and local disaster risk reduction strategies adopted by South Africa

164 
More than half of 
the population of 
South Africa is 
living in poverty

Our low rate of 
economic growth 
means it is difficult to 
generate sufficient jobs

South Africa is one of 
the most unequal
societies in the world. 

55%

38.8%  of
youth

unemployed

Number of 
service delivery 
protests in 
2017, compared 
to 137 in 2016

Percentage of 
SAs over 26  
with no formal 
education. 
Poverty declines 
with rising levels 
of education.

23% 

Number of 
people on social 
grants in 
2015/16

164 

High unemployment 
remains the key 

challenge for South 
Africa

0.63
Gini 

Coefficient

17.1 
million 

27.2%
Unemployment 

rate

Overview:
South Africa’s failure to respond appropriately to climate change will be socially 
and economically catastrophic.

The most pressing need in South Africa is the need for socio-economic 
transition – a challenging task in itself
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Overall climate vulnerability, 
a combination of:
• Physical impacts
• Sensitivity to extreme 

events
• Energy transition risk
• Potential ability to 

respond

Increasing vulnerability

14
South Africa also ranks 14th in the world for  its 

GHG emissions per capita. 
This is largely due to the economy’s heavy 

reliance on coal fired electricity.

South Africa is recognised as being physically and economically vulnerable to
climate change that will exacerbate existing socio-economic and environmental
challenges.

10th

This report by the HSBC ranks South Africa 
within the top 10 most vulnerable countries to 

climate change and transition risk

South Africa has ratified the Paris Agreement,
however, the national ambition to reduce GHG
emissions laid out in the National Development
Plan is insufficient. This is because as it is aligned
with an average global temperature increase of 4°C
instead of the 1.5°C increase set in the Paris
Agreement

Business and Government will have to work together to increase ambition to reduce GHG emissions and to mitigate climate change and transition risk in
order to realise the full potential benefit of an economic transition based on the principles outlined in the Sustainable Development Goals.

South Africa can 

report on 12.5% of 
indicators 

Progress towards 
this SDG 13 is 
stagnating

Climate policy is 
geared towards a 
4°C increase in 
global average 
temperatures
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2

3
Global trends towards a low carbon economy could have serious economic and 
trade- related implications for South Africa 

South Africa’s top 7 export products are: PGMs, coal, iron ore, gold, ferro-alloys, and motor vehicle parts
(primarily combustion engines) (www.Trademap.org). These industries are vulnerable to climate change as well
as to global pressures to reduce GHG emissions as they are also electricity intensive and the bulk of South
Africa’s electricity is generated by coal-fired power stations. A well timed and well structured and managed
transition to a low carbon economy is essential to secure a sustainable future for South Africa.

Innovation is required to identify 
avenues for impact 

Yes No

Further detail and data provided 

Available data for  South Africa as disclosed in the StatsSA SDG 
Baseline Indicator Report 2017

Disclaimer: Data for these posters has been gathered from: the UN SDG Tracker, the ILO, the CSIR, Climate Action Tracker, the SDG Compass compiled by United Nations Global Compact, the SDG Index & Dashboards Report 2018 by Bertelsman Stiftung & the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network, Fragile Planet: Scoring Climate Risks Around the World by HSBC 2018 (Global Research), National Government reports (Operation Phakhisa: Ocean Economy), SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017 by StatsSA, and represents a snapshot in time.
These posters will be updated as more accurate data becomes available. While significant effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented. Images from Pexels:
https://www.pexels.com


