
GL BAL STATUS REPORT:
“Our oceans — their temperature, circulation, chemistry, and ecosystems —

play a fundamental role in making Earth habitable.

Our rainwater, drinking water, weather, climate, coastlines, much of our food, 
and even the oxygen in the air we breathe, are all ultimately provided and 
regulated by the sea. Throughout history, oceans and seas have been vital 

conduits for trade and transportation. Careful management of this essential 
global resource is a key feature of a sustainable future”

- UN
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Example of best practice: Adidas, Parley

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly 
reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in 
particular from land-based activities, 
including marine debris and nutrient 
pollution

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting 
and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing 
practices and implement science-based 
management plans, in order to restore fish 
stocks in the shortest time feasible (…)

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic 
benefits to small island developing States 
and least developed countries from the 
sustainable use of marine resources, 
including through sustainable 
management of fisheries, aquaculture and 
tourism

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and 
protect marine and coastal ecosystems to 
avoid significant adverse impacts, 
including by strengthening their 
resilience, and take action for their 
restoration in order to achieve healthy 
and productive oceans

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of 
ocean acidification, including through 
enhanced scientific cooperation at all 
levels

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent 
of coastal and marine areas, consistent 
with national and international law and 
based on the best available scientific 
information

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of 
fisheries subsidies which contribute to 
overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate 
subsidies that contribute to illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing and 
refrain from introducing new such 
subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and 
effective special and differential treatment 
for developing and least developed 
countries should be an integral part of the 
WTO fisheries subsidies negotiation

14.A Increase scientific knowledge, develop 
research capacity and transfer marine 
technology, taking into account the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the 
Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to 
improve ocean health and to enhance the 
contribution of marine biodiversity to the 
development of developing countries, in 
particular small island developing States and 
least developed countries

14.B Provide access for small-scale artisanal 
fishers to marine resources and markets

14.C Enhance the conservation and 
sustainable use of oceans and their resources 
by implementing international law as 
reflected in the UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, which provides the legal framework 
for the conservation and sustainable use of 
oceans and their resources, as recalled in 
paragraph 158 of “The future we want”

Company information
o Adidas and Parley for the Oceans are rethinking design, 

material use and 3D-printing in their running shoe made 
from ocean plastic

o Parley is the space where creators, thinkers and leaders 
come together to raise awareness for the beauty and 
fragility of our oceans and collaborate on projects that 
can end their destruction

Challenges
o Ocean waste
o Plastic pollution
o Illegal fishing activity in the oceans

Solutions
o Removing fishing nets and other plastic waste 

from the oceans and along coasts helps reduce 
plastic pollution that damages marine 
ecosystems and chokes marine life

o Demonstrating how industry and environmental 
organizations can work together to create new 
sustainable materials and products to combat 
ocean plastic pollution

Disclaimer: data gathered has been gathered from the SDG Tracker, ILO and company websites, and represents a snapshot in time. More accurate and up to date 
data can be found on the relevant website. While effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented.
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14.5: By 2020, conserve at least 10 percent
of coastal and marine areas, consistent with
national and international law and based on
the best available scientific information

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources

Our oceans — their temperature, circulation, chemistry, and ecosystems — play a fundamental role in making Earth habitable.

– UN SDG Tracker

National KPIs used based on data available:

14.5.1D: Percentage of marine and coastal ecosystem
types that are well-represented in protected areas

Targets Indicators National data 
available

Impact 
through 
direct 
investment?

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce 
marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-
based activities, including marine debris and 
nutrient pollution

14.1.1 Index of coastal 
eutrophication and floating 
plastic debris density

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect 
marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant 
adverse impacts, including by strengthening their 
resilience, and take action for their restoration in 
order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

14.2.1 Proportion of national 
exclusive economic zones 
managed using ecosystem-
based approaches

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean 
acidification, including through enhanced scientific 
cooperation at all levels

14.3.1 Average marine acidity 
(pH) measured at agreed suite 
of representative sampling 
stations

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and 
end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing and destructive fishing practices and 
implement science-based management plans, in 
order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time 
feasible, at least to levels that can produce 
maximum sustainable yield as determined by their 
biological characteristics

14.4.1 Proportion of fish stocks 
within biologically sustainable 
levels

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of 
coastal and marine areas, consistent with national 
and international law and based on the best 
available scientific information

14.5.1 Coverage of protected 
areas in relation to marine 
areas

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries 
subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and 
overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and 
refrain from introducing new such subsidies, 
recognizing that appropriate and effective special 
and differential treatment for developing and least 
developed countries should be an integral part of 
the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies 
negotiation

3

14.6.1 Progress by countries in 
the degree of implementation 
of international instruments 
aiming to combat illegal, 
unreported and unregulated 
fishing

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to 
small island developing States and least developed 
countries from the sustainable use of marine 
resources, including through sustainable 
management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism

14.7.1 Sustainable fisheries as a 
proportion of GDP in small 
island developing States, least 
developed countries and all 
countries

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop 
research capacity and transfer marine technology, 
taking into account the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines 
on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to 
improve ocean health and to enhance the 
contribution of marine biodiversity to the 
development of developing countries, in particular 
small island developing States and least developed 
countries

14.a.1 Proportion of total 
research budget allocated to 
research in the field of marine 
technology

14.b Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers 
to marine resources and markets

14.b.1 Progress by countries in 
the degree of application of a 
legal/regulatory/policy/instituti
onal framework which 
recognizes and protects access 
rights for small-scale fisheries

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use 
of oceans and their resources by implementing 
international law as reflected in the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides 
the legal framework for the conservation and 
sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as 
recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”

14.c.1 Number of countries 
making progress in ratifying, 
accepting and implementing 
through legal, policy and 
institutional frameworks, 
ocean-related instruments that 
implement international law, as 
reflected in the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea, for the conservation and 
sustainable use of the oceans 
and their resources

Overview:

National KPIs used based on data available:

14.5.1A: South African Marine Protected Areas (MPA)
as a percentage of total Exclusive Economic Zone

South Africa can 

report on 10% of 
the indicators 

SDG 14 is clearly poorly understood in South 
Africa- why should business pay closer 
attention to this SDG?

Business and government need to work together to protect, rehabilitate and maintain the health and stability of our
ocean ecosystems in order to realise the full potential benefit of an economic transition based on the principles outlined
in the Sustainable Development Goals.

1. 

Operation Phakisa: Ocean’s Economy is
one of South African national
government’s priority objectives.

2. 

Operation Phakhisa focuses on
unlocking value in 4 key areas of the
ocean’s economy

South Africa has 
more ocean space 
than land space:

1. Land: 1.2 
million km²

2. Ocean: 1.5 
million km²

3. 
South Africa’s ocean economic
potential range:

107/150
SA’s global rating on SDGs in 

general:

R129 - R 177bn 
by 2033

800 000 – 1 
million jobs 

South Africa’s progress to date:4. 

South Africa’s progress 
towards achieving SDG 
14 is stagnating

Innovation is required to identify 
avenues for impact 

Yes No

Further detail and data provided 

Available data for  South Africa as disclosed in the 
StatsSA SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017

Disclaimer: Data for these posters has been gathered from: the UN SDG Tracker, the ILO, the CSIR, Climate Action Tracker, the SDG Compass compiled by United Nations Global Compact, the SDG Index & Dashboards Report 2018 by Bertelsman Stiftung
& the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Fragile Planet: Scoring Climate Risks Around the World by HSBC 2018 (Global Research), National Government reports (Operation Phakhisa: Ocean Economy), SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017 by
StatsSA, and represents a snapshot in time. These posters will be updated as more accurate data becomes available. While significant effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for the
accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented. Images from Pexels: https://www.pexels.com

Analysis of South Africa’s progress on SDG 14 as
per the SDG Index & Dashboards Report 2018:


