
GL BAL STATUS REPORT:
“Forests cover 30 per cent of the Earth’s surface and in addition to providing 

food security and shelter, forests are key to combating climate change, 
protecting biodiversity and the homes of the indigenous population. 

Thirteen million hectares of forests are being lost every year while the 
persistent degradation of drylands has led to the desertification of 3.6 billion 

hectares”
- UN
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Example of best practice: Ikea

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of 
terrestrial and inland freshwater 
ecosystems and their services, in 
particular forests, wetlands, mountains 
and drylands, in line with obligations 
under international agreements

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of 
mountain ecosystems, including their 
biodiversity, in order to enhance their 
capacity to provide benefits that are 
essential for sustainable development

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching 
and trafficking of protected species of flora 
and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products

15.2 By 2020, promote the 
implementation of sustainable 
management of all types of forests, halt 
deforestation, restore degraded forests 
and substantially increase afforestation 
and reforestation globally

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, 
restore degraded land and soil, including 
land affected by desertification, drought 
and floods, and strive to achieve a land 
degradation-neutral world

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to 
reduce the degradation of natural habitats, 
halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of 
threatened species

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of 
the benefits arising from the utilization of 
genetic resources and promote appropriate 
access to such resources, as internationally 
agreed

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent 
the introduction and significantly reduce the 
impact of invasive alien species on land and 
water ecosystems and control or eradicate 
the priority species

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and 
biodiversity values into national and local 
planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts

15.A Mobilize and significantly increase 
financial resources from all sources to 
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and 
ecosystems

15.B Finance and incentivize sustainable 
forest management (…)

15.C Enhance global support for efforts to 
combat poaching and trafficking of protected 
species, including by increasing the capacity 
of local communities to pursue sustainable 
livelihood opportunities

Source: http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal15/index.html

Source: http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal15/target_15_9.html

Company information
o International business chain selling home goods
o 355 stores in 29 countries 
o 49,2% female managers 
o 149,000 co-workers 
o 9,500 products across the IKEA range

Challenges
o The production of raw materials
o To use recyclable materials and recycle where they can
o Scaling up forest positive 

Solutions
o All the cotton IKEA use for their products is from 

more sustainable sources, using more sustainable 
farming practices that improve farmer’s 
livelihoods and working conditions, and protect 
the environment

o Sustainable resource management 
o Together with suppliers, governments, businesses 

and other partners, they can find new ways to 
innovate and create positive change 

o Focus on bamboo

Disclaimer: data gathered has been gathered from the SDG Tracker, ILO and company websites, and represents a snapshot in time. More accurate and up to date 
data can be found on the relevant website. While effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented.

http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal15/index.html
http://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal15/target_15_9.html
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15.1: By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use
of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in
particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with
obligations under international agreements

15.4: By 2030, ensure the conservation of
mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity,
in order to enhance their capacity to provide
benefits that are essential for sustainable
development

Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, 
halt biodiversity loss

Forests cover 30 per cent of the Earth’s surface and in addition to providing food security and shelter, forests are key to combating climate change, 
protecting biodiversity and the homes of the indigenous population. 

- UN SDG Tracker

National KPIs used based on data available:

15.a.1a: Official development assistance on
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and
ecosystems

Overview:

Targets Indicators National data 
available

Impact 
through direct 
investment?

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial 
and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, 
mountains and drylands, in line with 
obligations under international agreements

15.1.1 Forest area as a proportion of 
total land area

15.1.2 Proportion of important sites 
for terrestrial and freshwater 
biodiversity that are covered by 
protected areas, by ecosystem type

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of 
sustainable management of all types of 
forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation 
and reforestation globally

15.2.1 Progress towards sustainable 
forest management

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land affected 
by desertification, drought and floods, and 
strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral 
world

15.3.1 Proportion of land that is 
degraded over total land area

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of 
mountain ecosystems, including their 
biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity 
to provide benefits that are essential for 
sustainable development

15.4.1 Coverage by protected areas of 
important sites for mountain 
biodiversity

15.4.2 Mountain Green Cover Index

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to 
reduce the degradation of natural habitats, 
halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of 
threatened species

15.5.1 Red List Index

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising from the utilization of genetic 
resources and promote appropriate access to 
such resources, as internationally agreed

15.6.1 Number of countries that have 
adopted legislative, administrative 
and policy frameworks to ensure fair 
and equitable sharing of benefits

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and 
trafficking of protected species of flora and 
fauna and address both demand and supply of 
illegal wildlife products

15.7.1 Proportion of traded wildlife 
that was poached or illicitly trafficked

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent 
the introduction and significantly reduce the 
impact of invasive alien species on land and 
water ecosystems and control or eradicate the 
priority species

15.8.1 Proportion of countries 
adopting relevant national legislation 
and adequately resourcing the 
prevention or control of invasive alien 
species

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and 
biodiversity values into national and local 
planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts

15.9.1 Progress towards national 
targets established in accordance 
with Aichi Biodiversity Target 2 of the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–
2020

15.a Mobilize and significantly increase 
financial resources from all sources to 
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and 
ecosystems

15.a.1 Official development 
assistance and public expenditure on 
conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and ecosystems

15.b Mobilize significant resources from all 
sources and at all levels to finance sustainable 
forest management and provide adequate 
incentives to developing countries to advance 
such management, including for conservation 
and reforestation

15.b.1 Official development 
assistance and public expenditure on 
conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and ecosystems

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to 
combat poaching and trafficking of protected 
species, including by increasing the capacity of 
local communities to pursue sustainable 
livelihood opportunities

15.c.1 Proportion of traded wildlife 
that was poached or illicitly trafficked

National KPIs used based on data available: 

15.4.1D: Percentage of mountain ecosystem types 
that are well-represented in protected areas

15.a: Mobilise and significantly increase
financial resources from all sources to
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity
and ecosystems

National KPIs used based on data available: 

15.1.2: Percentage of important sites for terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity that are 
covered by protected areas, by ecosystem types

South Africa can 

report on 36% of 
the indicators 

Moderately 
increasing scores 
indicate gradual 
progress

107/150
SA’s global rating on SDGs in 

general:

Innovation is required to identify 
avenues for impact 

Yes No

Further detail and data provided 

Available data for  South Africa as disclosed in the StatsSA
SDG Indicator Baseline Report 2017

Disclaimer: Data for these posters has been gathered from: the UN SDG Tracker, the ILO, the CSIR, Climate Action Tracker, the SDG Compass compiled by United Nations Global Compact, the SDG Index & Dashboards Report 2018 by Bertelsman
Stiftung & the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Fragile Planet: Scoring Climate Risks Around the World by HSBC 2018 (Global Research), National Government reports (Operation Phakhisa: Ocean Economy), SDG Indicator Baseline Report
2017 by StatsSA, and represents a snapshot in time. These posters will be updated as more accurate data becomes available. While significant effort was made to gather accurate and up-to-date data from reliable sources, NBI accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy and/ or reliability of the data presented. Images from Pexels: https://www.pexels.com

Analysis of South Africa’s progress on SDG 15
as per the SDG Index & Dashboards Report
2018:


