
CDP Climate Change in South Africa 2018

HIGH LEVEL FINDINGS  
AND KEY MESSAGES
For the past three years, South Africa has, worryingly, been faltering in its ambition.

Global emissions, like-for-like, since 2009
Decreasing emissions: 31% reduction since 
2009 (36 like-for-like companies)

Global scope 1 & 2 emissions from 2009 to 2018
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South Africa emissions, like-for-like, since 2015
The South African like-for-like emissions have 
increased by 12% since 2017 (63 companies)

South Africa scope 1 & 2 emissions from 2015 to 2018 
(excl known double counting)
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Companies still report scope 3 emissions more robustly for upstream emissions than for downstream 
(suggesting an approach that is more supply chain focused rather than customer centric)
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COMPANIES PERFORM WELL ON RISK AND STRATEGY INTEGRATION BUT THIS IS NOT LEADING TO 
CHANGES IN COMPANY BEHAVIOUR, BRINGING INTO QUESTION THE SINCERITY OF INTEGRATION

97% of companies integrate 
climate change into business 
strategy (100% in 2017)

88% of companies provide 
incentives for climate change 
management (87% in 2017)

99% of companies disclose scope 
1 and 2 emissions data 
(100% in 2017) 

86% of companies undertake 
third-party verification  
(85% in 2017) 

88% of companies engage with 
their value chain  
(80% in 2017)

89%97% of companies integrate 
climate change into broader 
risk management  
(97% in 2017)

100% of companies say that they 
have board-level oversight 
for climate change 
(99% in 2017)

of companies disclose two 
or more scope 3 categories 
(91% in 2017) 

62% of companies engage 
directly with policy makers; 
this excludes those engaging 
indirectly through trade 
associations (72% in 2017) 

93% of companies disclose 
climate change information 
in mainstream filings or other 
external communication 
(99% in 2017) 

Dashboard: Decline in progress Progress made
Little or no change from previous 
year but score remains high

Little or no change from previous 
year and could be improved

There is a disconnect between strong scores on integration and decreasing performance and key action indicators

IMPLEMENTING THE PARIS AGREEMENT REMAINS A GLOBAL AND NATIONAL 
PRIORITY AND THERE IS INCREASING PRESSURE TO INCREASE AMBITION

UNFORTUNATELY, SEVERAL LEAD INDICATORS OF PROGRESS ARE DECLINING

WHILE GLOBAL LIKE FOR LIKE EMISSIONS HAVE DECREASED, 
SOUTH AFRICAN EMISSIONS HAVE INCREASED:

In 4 years, the CDP response 
rate has dropped by 7%

Decrease in self-selected 
responders n= 9 (2017: n=15)
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Target setting, despite being identified as 
a weakness in previous reports, has not 
improved

Two key things changed in 2018

84% of companies have set emissions 
reduction targets (82% in 2017)

47% of companies have set absolute 
targets  (44% in 2017)

58% of companies have products 
and services that enable third 
parties to avoid GHG emissions  
(57% in 2017)

The emissions reduction pipeline is 
not keeping pace with what is needed
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Fortunately, there are some lead 
indicators that are positive

Science-based targets:

companies have set or intend to set 
science-based targets in 2018 (30 in 2017)36

Of those who do not use scenario analysis,
anticipate doing so in the 
next two years

of companies use qualitative 
and/or quantitative scenario 
analysis.

Scenarios:

32%
63%

Companies that are using, or plan on 
using, an internal price on carbon

1. The Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) guidelines gained traction in South Africa

To reflect the need for 
greater action, the CDP 
has altered its scoring 
system to weight target 
setting and emissions 
management more 
heavily. This emphasis 
has resulted in South 
African performance 
scores declining, 
aggregating at the 
B-band. South African 
companies are starting 
to respond to the TCFD 
recommendations and 
identifying significant 
value at risk

2. The release of the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 Degrees (SR15)

SA company scores are concentrating in the B band and to a lesser extent 
the C band. The A/A- band representation and companies featured on the 
A list have decreased.
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Changes in 
scores over time:
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B
illi

on
 to

nn
es

 o
f C

O
2/

yr

2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080 2090 2100

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

P1
P2

P3

P4

Four illustrative model pathways

Global total net CO2 emissions

In pathways limiting global warming to 1.5°C with 
no or limited overshoot  as well as in pathways 
with a higher overshoot, C02 emissions are 
reduced to net zero globally around 2050.     

IPCC special report: Global warming of 1.5oC

Number of companies reporting sources of scope 3 emissions by sector
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