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Women Empowerment 

Edgars UNiTE Orange Day 

Campaign 
Edgars UNiTE Orange Day Campaign is an Edcon initiative 

launched in 2015 in support of the United Nations UNiTE 

Campaign. The Edgars UNiTE Campaign supports women 

survivors of gender-based violence through accredited skills 

development in sewing, fashion and design in an effort to 

empower women to discrimination and violence against 

women, whilst also boosting women’s economic 

participation. 

 

The campaign is a partnership with UN Women SA Multi-

Country Office and provincial Departments of Social 

Development. It is a year- long programme that entails 

working with women living within the Department of Social 

Development shelters who receive a three months training 

accredited sewing course from SEWAfrica College.  

 

 

Recognition & Awards 
 

December 2017 

Mbokodo Humanitarian 

Award  

February 2017 

First Runner-Up: Public 

Private Partnership category 

of the Gauteng Premier’s 

Service Excellence Awards. 

  

March 2017 

Global Entrepreneurship 

Network Compass Award for 

pushing the entrepreneurship 

agenda and contributing to 

the development of retail 

industry skills. 

 

September 2016 

Best Contribution to the 

Reputation of the Profession 

Award - 3rd Annual All About 

Public Procurement Awards. 

 

August 2016 

 

Edcon CEO & MD the First 

South African Company CEO 

Thematic Champion of the 

UN HeforShe initiative. 

 

July 2016 

 

Sunday Times Lifestyle 

Magazine – 20 Leading Caring 

for a Cause initiatives. 



 

 

Impacts:   

On completion of their training, the women receive a sewing 
machine and start-up stipend to assist them in putting their 
acquired sewing skills to work and building a new future for 
themselves and their families. 
 
Edcon also provides them with information on access to it’s 
supply chain, while also encouraging the women to set up their 
own businesses and/or co-operatives. 
 
Edcon has economically empowered over 140 survivors of 
gender violence through their participation in the accredited 
skills training programme.  The company has created 
employment, entrepreneurship and job creation opportunities 
through the programme. The programme has also made a 
contribution to awareness around gender-based violence 
through its social media campaign. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Women Dialogue - Danai Gurira Conversation with Young Women   

 

Edcon sponsored and highlighted Edgars UNiTE at the UN Women Dialogue 

held on 3 December 2018, led by UN Women  Executive Director Dr Phumzile 

Mlambo-Ngcuka and presenting the new UN Women Goodwill Ambassador, 

Danai Gurira. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Edgars UNiTE Moving Exhibition is a 

showcase of stories of survival in fabric form by 

women participating in the programme 


