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NBI NEWS/NBI IN THE NEWS 

 
WHY JOIN THE NATIONAL BUSINESS INITIATIVE (NBI)? South Africa continues to face major challenges underpinned by the fact 
that we are one of the most unequal societies in the world, with more than half of our population living in poverty, accompanied 
by escalating unemployment levels. Additionally, climate change threatens to further exacerbate these pressing economic and 
social issues. The NBI’s purpose is to effect change in South Africa in the areas of Economic Inclusion, Social Transformation, 
Environmental Sustainability and Institutional Capacity. We believe a thriving society, economy and environment are possible, 
through the collective action of business, government and civil society. Please contact: Gillian Hutchings - Head: Membership 
& Communications for further information about our work and how to become an NBI Member Company. 
 
NBI WELCOMES NEW CO-CHAIR FOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY (ACES) We are excited to 
announce that Dr Lerato Khumalo has been nominated as the new co-chair for the National Business Initiative’s (NBI) Advisory 
Committee for Environment and Society (ACES). Read NBI’s latest NewsFlash, here.  

SA INC. SEASON 3 Featuring some of South Africa’s most inclusive organisations, whose evident commitment is driving social 
transformation and economic growth, this exclusive 10-part educational documentary series explores the interventions and 
partnerships that are powering sustainable and shared value creation. The third season of SA INC has kicked off and is being 
broadcast on a number of local, national, and international TV networks. Catch the new episodes now on Business Day TV (DStv 
channel 412). Read more, here. 

TSHEPO FOR UNEMPLOYED YOUTH Gauteng province's flagship youth empowerment initiative, Tshepo 1 Million, provides hope 
to young people who are unemployed and looking for a way to access the skills and learning that will prepare them for the world 
of work. Gauteng.gov.za, 27 June 2022. 
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DECARBONISATION STRATEGIES NECESSARY FOR MINING Global climate consultancy the Carbon Trust attended this year’s 
Investing in African Mining Indaba and supported a World Bank Climate-Smart Mining Initiative round table event. Mining 
Weekly, 24 June 2022. 

SA-GERMAN-SWISS TRANSPARENCY, INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAMME LAUNCHED The Department of 
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) and the German and Swiss Embassies have launched the South African – German 
– Swiss Cooperation on the Transparency, Integrity and Accountability Programme (TIP), which will take a multi-sectoral 
approach to the prevention of corruption in South Africa. Engineering News, 24 June 2022. 

MY GAUTENG The Gauteng Provincial Government used the 2022 Youth Day commemorations to unveil the Youth Advisory 
Panel (GYAP) and the draft Gauteng Youth Development Strategy (GYDS). Read the newsletter, here. 

JOINT STATEMENT ON MEETING BETWEEN COP PRESIDENT AND SOUTH AFRICAN CABINET MINISTERS A meeting was held in 
Pretoria today, 21 June 2022, between COP President Alok Sharma and a delegation of Ministers from the South African 
government including the Minister in the Presidency, Mr. Mondli Gungubele; the Minister of International Relations and 
Cooperation, Dr Naledi Pandor; the Minister of Finance, Mr. Enoch Godongwana; the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment, Ms. Barbara Creecy; the Minister of Public Enterprises, Mr. Pravin Gordhan; the Minister of Mineral Resources 
and Energy, Mr. Gwede Mantashe; and the Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition, Mr. Ebrahim Patel. AllAfrica, 21 June 
2022. 

MENTORS ADD VALUE TO EFFECTIVE WATER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT (PART 1) In a time of crisis, it is true that the best and 
sometimes only way forward it to galvanise the strengths and resources of everyone with a single-minded focus on the situation 
in front of us. Knowledge and experience are amongst the most important resources which we need to bring with us as we look 
for solutions. So how can we, as those with some experience and knowledge, ensure that this is shared with those who need it 
to make better decisions? Read more, here. 
 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
  

 
EARTH & WIRE TARGETS EASTERN CAPE FOR FIRST LONG-DURATION STORAGE ROLL-OUT Independent renewable energy 
company Earth & Wire expects to begin installing its first long-duration energy storage system in South Africa in 2024 after 
announcing a 300 MW/1 200 MWh order for a battery system from Ambri, of the US. Engineering News, 27 June 2022. 
 
ENERGY CATALYST AFRICA LAUNCHES IN SOUTH AFRICA TO SUPPORT ENERGY TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT Energy 
technology innovation and funding network Innovate UK has launched the Energy Catalyst Africa programme in South Africa to 
support the development of energy technologies by providing early- to late-stage development and commercialisation funding. 
Engineering News, 27 June 2022. 
 
THREE PRACTICAL ACTION PRIORITIES THAT WILL HELP BUSINESSES UNLOCK SUSTAINABLE TRANSFORMATION AT SCALE 
ALONG VALUE CHAINS Earlier this month, during the Stockholm +50 UN Meeting, Ambassador Johanna Lissinger Peitz reflected 
upon WBCSD’s Stockholm Action Agenda and said: “The Stockholm Action Agenda outlines a clear and actionable path for 
businesses and governments to work together towards green and sustainable value chain transformation”. World Business 
Council, 24 June 2022. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE IN AFRICA HAVE DEVELOPED AN URBAN CLIMATE MANIFESTO In early 2021, WWF South Africa, in collaboration 
with WWF Uganda and ICLEI Africa, under the One Planet City Challenge, embarked on an ambitious journey to develop the 
Urban African Youth Climate Change Manifesto that could serve as a comprehensive list of demands that young people in Africa 
have of their city-makers in developing climate smart cities that our future needs. As a “by the youth, for the youth” initiative, a 
core cohort of youth from African cities, among them Kampala in Uganda, Nyamata and Kigali in Rwanda, Dar es Salaam in 
Tanzania, Lusaka in Zambia, Durban and Polokwane in South Africa, Gaborone in Botswana, Harare, Polokwane, Tamale and 
Kumasi in Ghana, and Rabat in Morocco, guided the development of the document from beginning to end. WWF-SA, 23 June 
2022. 
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IRELAND’S LARGEST BUSINESSES ARE MAKING STEADY PROGRESS ON MEETING NET ZERO TARGETS FOR GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS DESPITE GLOBAL UPHEAVAL AND UNCERTAINTIES Business in the Community Ireland (BITCI), WBCSD's global 
partner in Ireland, in partnership with PwC prepared a new report showing that progress is being achieved by companies setting 
Science-Based Targets as part of a drive to move to net zero. Four years ago, BITCI launched its Low Carbon Pledge, with 47 
companies signed up. That number has now grown to 70. World Business Council, 23 June 2022. 

 

NBI MEMBER COMPANY NEWS 

SAPPI ACHIEVES ECOVADIS PLATINUM RATING FOR THIRD TIME Pulp and paper manufacturer Sappi has, for the third 
consecutive year, achieved a platinum rating in the EcoVadis Corporate Social Responsibility assessment for its manufacturing 
operations in Europe, North America and Southern Africa. EcoVadis, a provider of business sustainability ratings, and intelligence 
and collaborative performance improvement tools for global supply chains, evaluates companies according to 21 criteria across 
environment, labour and human rights, ethics and sustainable procurement practices. Engineering News, 29 June 2022.  

FNB POSITIVE ON AGRIBUSINESS FNB remains positive about the local agriculture industry and will support and assist its clients 
as per the relevant regulatory and credit criteria. IOL, 28 June 2022. 

MOTUS SECURES R6.8BN IN SUSTAINABILITY-LINKED FINANCE FROM STANDARD BANK Automotive group Motus Holdings has 
secured a syndicated R6-billion sustainability-linked facility, facilitated by financial services firm Standard Bank, as well as an 
R800-million sustainability-linked working capital facility from Standard Bank. Engineering News, 28 June 2022.  

ANGLO AMERICAN INVESTS IN SANERGY ORGANIC WASTE UPCYCLING Anglo American has agreed to lead the latest investment 
round of Sanergy Inc, an organic waste upcycling business with operations in Kenya. Sanergy’s innovative solutions are helping 
to transform how fast-growing cities in the developing world manage waste by upcycling it into high value agriculture and energy 
products – such as insect-based protein for animal feed, organic fertiliser for regenerative farming and biomass fuel for 
sustainable, localised power sources. Anglo American, 28 June 2022.  

VODACOM’S #CODELIKEAGIRL PROGRAMME TRAINS 4 000 The number of young girls trained under information and 
communications technology group Vodacom’s #CodeLikeAGirl programme is expected to reach 4 000 by the end of the financial 
year. Engineering News, 27 June 2022. 

SASOL STEPS UP TO DEVELOP SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUELS Sasol's sustainability business has announced two new 
international partnerships to develop sustainable aviation fuels. The first is a consortium known as Green Fuels Hamburg and 
aims to decarbonise the aviation sector. Sasol ecoFT will be working alongside German-based energy companies Uniper and 
Siemens Energy and European aircraft manufacturer Airbus to investigate the feasibility of producing carbon-neutral or green 
kerosene – a sustainable aviation fuel, in Germany. Fin24, 24 June 2022. 

SUN INTERNATIONAL SPONSORS ADVANCED SCIENCE FOR LEARNERS WITH R700 000 Resort hotel chain Sun International is 
sponsoring advanced science lessons for Brakpan learners with R700 000. The Sci-con Saturday school programme, designed for 
select Grade 10 to 12 learners, is receiving a R700 000 boost from Sun International and its Carnival City unit for the pupils to 
enjoy weekend advanced science lessons. IOL, 23 June 2022. 

EMPOWERING YOUTH AND BUILDING GREEN ECONOMY SKILLS As a responsible business, Old Mutual is deeply committed to 
addressing South Africa’s youth employment by creating inclusive economies. One of the ways we approach this challenge is 
through strategic partnerships that can develop industry-aligned skills to support the green economy. The Old Mutual Foundation 
and Old Mutual Insure, in partnership with the National Business Initiative, on the Installation, Repair and Maintenance (IRM) 
initiative which aims to expand opportunities for job retention and job growth in (IRM) enterprises across a range of sectors in 
the South African economy. Through this initiative, participating Technical and Vocation Education and Training (TVET) colleges 
are capacitated to deliver job-ready youth with QCTO-registered trade skills and workplace experience. Old Mutual, 22 June 
2022.  
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BUILDING FOREVER HAS BECOME CORE BUSINESS AT DE BEERS, IT'S IN THE BUSINESS PLAN It is a full year since the De Beers 
Group set itself a dozen far-reaching 2030 ‘Building Forever’ sustainability goals, which have as their four focus areas leading 
ethical practices, protecting the natural world, partnering for thriving communities and accelerating equal opportunity. Mining 
Weekly, 20 June 2022. 

CLIMATE NEUTRAL GROUP DEMONSTRATES IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE IMPACT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE IN THEIR 2021 
IMPACT REPORT. In 2021, we compensated approximately 2,142,910 tons of CO2. This is equivalent to: 107 million trees growing 
in a year; 1.2 million return flights from Amsterdam to New York; 195,155 trips around the globe in a car that does 10km to the 
litre. Read the report, here. 

IMPERIAL AND RISK INSIGHTS HOST OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM NEW CHAMPIONS CHAPTER IN SOUTH 
AFRICA Imperial and Risk Insights are proud to have jointly hosted the official launch of the World Economic Forum (WEF) New 
Champions Chapter in South Africa, which took place on 14 June 2022 in Johannesburg, South Africa. For more information on 
the WEF New Champions, as well as the chosen initiatives for the South Africa Chapter – 'Step Up to a Green Start Up’, 'Unjani 
Clinics Network’ and 'SA Trail Network NPC’ click here.  

NOTICES/REPORTS/OPINIONS AND SURVEYS 

 
WATER CRISES IN SOUTH AFRICA COULD LEAD TO INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES Prepared by GreenCape with support from 
the Western Cape local government, the 2022 Water Market Intelligence Report provides insight into the Western Cape and 
South African metropolitan water and wastewater sector. Specifically, it looks at market opportunities and barriers to be 
considered by business interested in working in this sector. ESI Africa, 29 June 2022.  
 
INVESTING IN A BIODIVERSITY-INTEGRATED MANNER This white paper was conceptualized based on discussions with the 
members of the Forum’s Biodiversity Finance Learning Coalition, which established the need to demystify current biodiversity 
finance practices and explore the works in progress that are generating interest among the investment community. World 
Economic Forum, 28 June 2022.  
 
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF NCS LIGHTHOUSES To elevate the successful human, environmental, and climate 
stories behind NCS around the globe, the Natural Climate Solutions Alliance (NCSA) invites you to submit your project or program 
to become an NCS Lighthouse. The ambition is to showcase that NCS are more than just carbon, highlighting the tangible net 
positive social and environmental benefits that are the foundation of this approach. World Business Council, 28 June 2022.  
 
INAUGURAL FUTURE OF SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT KICKS OFF VIRTUALLY THIS WEEK The inaugural Future of Sustainability 
Summit, held in partnership with Old Mutual, will be held virtually on 30 June and 1 July. The summit will bring together C-suite 
executives, corporates, businesses leaders, entrepreneurs, organisations, and industry experts across all sectors to take 
actionable steps towards implementing green, sustainable, and ethically sound strategies to mobilise Africa towards a zero-
carbon emission, waste-free, fully sustainable, smart continent. Bizcommunity, 28 June 2022. 
 
CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS IN A YOUTH CLIMATE CHAMPIONS BOOTCAMP Apply now to participate in a climate bootcamp aimed 
at fast-tracking young people who want to have a meaningful voice in climate action. WWF-SA, 28 June 2022.  
 
YOUNG, GREEN INNOVATORS INVITED TO ENTER BLUE SKY AWARDS Young researchers and innovators who are focused on 
greener, sustainable innovations using forest-based science are invited to enter the South African round of the global Blue Sky 
Awards. The awards aim to reward pioneering work such as transforming wood-based raw materials into novel products, 
improving forestry techniques or pulping processes, or contributing to the forest bioeconomy. Bizcommunity, 27 June 2022. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPAND THE RENEWABLE ENERGY MARKET DO EXIST While the revival of the REIPPP programme in 2021 
holds great promise to expand South Africa’s large-scale renewable energy market, grid constraints in the country’s high-yield 
renewable energy areas need addressing urgently. This Market Intelligence Report, launched on the Green Hub at Enlit Africa, 
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looks at all projects greater than 1MW and covers generation supplied to Eskom, municipalities and private consumers. ESI Africa, 
22 June 2022.  

 
JOBURG TO AWARD FOUR SMART CITY CHALLENGE WINNERS, APPLAUDS QUALITY OF SOLUTIONS The City of Johannesburg 
(CoJ) would be announcing four winners for its yearly Smart City Innovation Challenge, instead of three, owing to the quality of 
solutions received, said CoJ Smart City Office leader Lawrence Boya. This year’s innovation challenge sought to find solutions 
with the special focus to respond to gender-based violence, economic development and township economies, Fourth Industrial 
Revolution readiness, institutional operations and management, predictive analytics to improve asset management, food 
security as well as energy efficiency. Bizcommunity, 21 June 2022. 
 
MTN AWARDS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE The MTN Foundation, in partnership with Trialogue, launched The MTN Awards for Social 
Change to encourage and reward good monitoring and evaluation (M&E) practice in the non- profit sector in 2019. These awards 
recognise and reward non-profits that are able to provide evidence of the positive difference they are making. Entries close on 
31 July 2022. Read more here.  

 

NBI INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 
Bringing you news and the latest research from our international partners 

 

CDP in South Africa is a long-standing partnership between the London-based CDP and the NBI. They have built the most 
comprehensive collection of self-reported environmental information in the world. Since their inception in 2000, CDP has played 
a transformational role in driving climate disclosure and action from businesses, investors, cities and governments around the 
world. Read their latest Press Release, entitled: “CDP comment on G7 final communique”, here. 

UNGC CEO WATER MANDATE NBI partners with the CEO Water Mandate to encourage water stewardship in South 
Africa. Established by the UN Global Compact in 2007 and rooted in the belief that cross-sectoral collaboration on shared water 
goals is the most effective path to more sustainable water management, the CEO Water Mandate is a unique public-private 
initiative that mobilizes business leaders for water stewardship. Read their April 2022 Newsletter, here. 

WE MEAN BUSINESS COALITION (WMB) NBI is the South African partner to WMB. WMB is a coalition of organizations working 
with thousands of the world’s most influential businesses and investors to accelerate the transition to a low carbon 
economy. Read their “Net-Zero Transition – Latest Signals Of Change (24.06.22)”, here. 
 
WORLD BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (WBCSD) WBCSD is an international, CEO-led organization of 
almost 200 leading businesses working together to accelerate the transition to a sustainable world. The NBI is the global partner 
of the WBCSD in South Africa. Read their recently published Insight Article, entitled: “ Road to COP 15: Aligning business action 
with the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and 2030 Action Targets”, here. 

NBI VIRTUAL EVENTS/WEBINARS/MEETINGS | 2022 

 

CLIMATE FINANCE ACCELERATOR SOUTH AFRICA 2022 LAUNCH| Thursday, 14 July 2022 via Zoom | 10:30 to 11:30 SAST| The 
National Business Initiative, GreenCape, the British High Commission, the United Kingdom Department for Business Energy & 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and the Climate Finance Accelerator team invites you to join us for the launch of the 2022 CFA South 
Africa programme. The main objective of the programme is to improve the flow of climate finance in South Africa. | Further 
details & registration link.  
 
UMHLATHUZE WATER STEWARDSHIP PARTNERSHIP (UWASP) PARTNERS PLATFORM| Tuesday, 19 July 2022 via Zoom | 09:00 
to 11:00 SAST| The uMhlathuze Water Stewardship Partnership (UWASP) invites you to join our annual interactive virtual 
Partner’s Platform meeting. UWASP is a recognised example of good water stewardship practice in South Africa, serving as a 
coordination hub for collective action across the uMhlathuze region. UWASP’s approach is collaborative, with all partners 
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working to identify focus areas and implement projects across industry, agriculture and communities. | Further details & 
registration link. 
 

ONLINE & HYBRID EVENTS/WEBINARS/COURSES/WORKHOPS/CONFERENCES | 2022 
 

     
IIED AT LONDON CLIMATE ACTION WEEK, JUNE/JULY 2022 | Saturday, 25 June to Sunday, 3 July, 2022| In-person, online and 
hybrid| London Climate Action Week (LCAW) is an annual event, founded in 2019, that brings together world-leading climate 
professionals and communities across London and beyond to find practical solutions to climate change. In 2022, it takes place 
from 25 June to 3 July. Throughout the week, there will be digital, in-person and hybrid events falling under the categories of 
‘'Driving green, fair and resilient climate transitions', 'The road to COP27 on adaptation and ambition', 'Whole-of-society climate 
mobilisation' and 'Creating a sustainable, net zero London by 2030’. | Website & further details. 
 
THE FUTURE OF SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT| 30 June- 1 July 2022| Virtual Event | The Future of Sustainability Summit promotes 
sustainable and transparent business practices, aiming to provoke responsible corporate citizenship and sustainable 
development – from individual to institutional level. This event will aid in achieving your investment goals, whilst simultaneously 
supporting ethical and environmentally conscious approaches to do better business! | Website & further details. 
 
ENHANCED DIRECT ACCESS TO CLIMATE FINANCE: "I WISH I KNEW THAT AT THE START!" | Friday, 1 July 2022 | Online, via 
Zoom| 14:00 to 15:00 (UTC) | Join this online workshop, as part of London Climate Action Week, to hear lessons shared by 
entities that have managed the Enhanced Direct Access approach to accessing climate finance. | Website & further details. 
 
IMPLEMENTING BIOCREDITS: MAKING THE MARKET WORK FOR NATURE AND PEOPLE | Tuesday, 5 July 2022| Online, via 
Zoom| 14:00 to 15:00 (BST) | Join this online event to discuss how we can use economic incentives to protect biodiversity and 
reduce poverty. | Website & further details. 
 
CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICERS FOR SDGS- ADVANCING THE SDGS THROUGH BUSINESS EFFORTS TO TACKLE INEQUALITY 
AND REVERSE NATURE LOSS | Wednesday, 13 July 2022| Virtual Event |(15:00 to 16:30 CEST| Jointly convened by WBCSD and 
the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) at 2022 HLPF, this special event will bring together 
business leaders and sustainable development champions for an engaging virtual dialogue to explore the commitments that 
leading companies are now making to drive progress to tackle inequality and arrest nature loss in order to put us on course for 
a world where everyone can live well, within planetary boundaries.| Website & further details. 
 
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM- ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW CHAMPIONS | 17—19 July 2022| Virtual Event | After a two-
year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Annual Meeting of the New Champions returns in a virtual form to convene 
leaders from government, business, and society for a series of high-level dialogues and action-oriented discussions to move 
critical collaborations forward despite ongoing global uncertainty. | Further details. 
 
GWS 2022: 9TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GENDER & WOMEN'S STUDIES 2022 | 28-29 July 2022 | National University 
of Singapore Society, Singapore | We welcome individual paper presentations, panel sessions, round table discussions, 
performances, short films, and posters. Your participation in GWS2022 may be under Oral, Poster & Virtual categories. Your 
presentation may include (Original research papers, published articles, Dissertations/Ph.D. thesis, Research abstracts, etc.) | 
Website & further details. 
 
IMPACT OF ENERGY TRANSITION ON JOB CREATION, ENERGY, WATER AND FOOD SECURITY | Thursday, 18 August 2022 via 
Zoom | 14.00 to 15.00 (SAST) | The Black Energy Professionals Association (BEPA), in partnership with Enlit Africa and ESI Africa, 
hosts a webinar to discuss the likely impact of the energy transition on job creation, energy, water and food security.| Further 
details.  
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