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Mapping the SDG Targets  
and NDP Objectives
The NDP & UN’s Sustainable Development Goals have a similar purpose and timeline

The SDG targets and NDP objectives align:

Social Protection
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 11:

Social Protection
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 11:

Building Safer Communities
1 NDP objective from Chapter 12:

Economic Infrastructure
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 4:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
1 NDP objective from Chapter 5:

Economic Infrastructure
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 4:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
1 NDP objective from Chapter 5:

Health Care for All
6 NDP objectives from Chapter 10:

Improving Education, Training and Innovation
13 NDP objectives from Chapter 9:

Economy and Employment
7 NDP objectives from Chapter 3:

Economic Infrastructure
1 NDP objective from Chapter 4:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
1 NDP objective from Chapter 5:

Inclusive Rural Economy
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 6:

Social Protection
1 NDP objective from Chapter 11:

No. of  
TargetsSustainable Development Goals National Development Plan

No. of 
Objectives

7 2

8 4

13 6

10 13

9 3

8 3

5 3

12 7

8 1 There is a general pattern of intent between the NDP Objectives and Actions and the 
SDG Goals and Targets. However, these objectives did not map exactly to SDG targets:

Building a Capable and Developmental State
5 NDP objectives from Chapter 13:

Fighting Corruption
1 NDP objective from Chapter 14:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 5:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
3 NDP objectives from Chapter 5:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
1 NDP objective from Chapter 5:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
1 NDP objective from Chapter 5:

South Africa in the Region and the World 
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 7:

Economy and Employment
1 NDP objective from Chapter 3:

Social Protection
1 NDP objective from Chapter 11:

Nation Building and Social Cohesion
1 NDP objective from Chapter 15:

Economic Infrastructure
1 NDP objective from Chapter 4:

Environmental Sustainability and Resilience
3 NDP objectives from Chapter 5:

Transforming Human Settlements
4 NDP objectives from Chapter 8:

Economic Infrastructure
1 NDP objective from Chapter 4:

Improving Education, Training and Innovation
1 NDP objective from Chapter 9:

Social Protection
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 11:
Health Care for All
2 NDP objectives from Chapter 10:

No. of 
Objectives

No. of  
Targets

10 3

10 8

11 2

5 3

10 1

12 1

12 6

19 2

Sustainable Development Goals National Development Plan

Support Nation Building  
and Social Cohesion

Cross-cutting Role of NBI in 
Supporting Collaboration

Strengthen Partnerships 
with Local Government

Enhance Relationships between 
TVET Colleges and Industry

Partner with Municipalities to 
address Wastewater Treatment

Incorporate a Greater Share  
of Gas in the Energy Mix

Key: Top Actions Forming the Business NDP Action Plan

The National Development 
Plan provides a common 

focus for action across all 
sectors and sections of 

South African society.

Our future -
make it work

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2030

The NDP has 13 Chapters dealing with specific 
development themes

Each chapter has objectives and actions, where objectives 
are goals often with specific timelines

92% of the 72 NDP objectives map to the 169 
SDG targets

TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD:

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

UNITED NATIONS

SDGs draw heavily on the Rio +20 outcomes: 
The Future we Want

SDGs have 17 goals, each with a specific development 
theme

Each goal has targets with specific timelines: 
there are 169 targets

The NDP and SDGs  
provide a highly 

overlapping, reinforcing 
framework to structure 

collective actions that build 
trust between stakeholders 

and drive development 
outcomes

The SDGs are government 
agreed international 
development goals where 
implementation by multi-
stakeholder partnerships 
of government, labour, 
civil society and business is 
specifically intended


