14 MARCH 2024 National Business Initiative

Reflections from the South Africa Pavilion at COP28, Dubai UAE 2023

The South Africa Pavilion at COP28 successfully demonstrated key projects and
partnerships, supporting the countries climate change ambitions, and enabling a strong
representation of business led climate action.
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At the 21st United Nations Climate Conference (COP21) in 2015, the world agreed to limit global
warming to1.5°C, compared to pre-industrial levels, by 2050. Fast forward to COP26 in 2021, South
Africa submitted an enhanced Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), to which NBI's Just
Transition and Climate Pathways work had contributed, showing that it is technically possible to
reach Net-Zero by 2050.

The South Africa Pavilion at COP, a government-business collaboration, coordinated by the
Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DFFE), together with the National
Business Initiative (NBI), has seen some memorable moments. At COP26, South Africa secured
$8.5 billion Just Energy Transition (JET) financing from the International Partner Group (IPG)
including Germany, France, the UK, the US, the European Union, and the Climate Investment
Fund (CIF). At COP27 in 2022, South Africa saw the launch of the JET Investment Plan at the
Pavilion by the JET Project Management Unit (PMU). At COP28 in 2023, the South Africa Pavilion
hosted the PMU in launching the JET Implementation Plan and the UNEP Emissions Gap Report
which included findings from South Africa. These milestones speak to an acceleration of climate
action in South Africa, including the enhanced contribution of government and business.

The South Africa Pavilion

This included the voices of over 200 panelists, presenters and speakers from across sectors,
organisations, and countries. The business community is a key enabler of the Pavilion, providing
sponsorship for the pavilion and enabling the inclusive participation of business, civil society,
communities and government at this important global gathering.

In addition to these milestones, the South Africa Pavilion has successfully demonstrated key
projects and partnerships supporting the countries climate change ambitions and enabling a strong
representation of business-led climate action.
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Representation at the SA Pavilion

Together with our sponsors, partners and a range of key stakeholders, we once again broke the
record for the most events hosted at the SA COP Pavilion, bringing together diverse stakeholders
from the public and private sectors, youth representatives, civil society, NGOs and academia. The
inclusive Pavilion funding model unlocked sponsorship from 21 companies, the largest number of
South African sponsoring companies and organisations, and the largest South African business
delegation participating at a COP event yet. At COP28, the voices of local communities were also
heard through an address made by Ms. Veronica Betani from Hamburg, in the Eastern Cape, who
led the development of a 6 meter tapestry that hung on the main Pavilion floor. The tapestry gave
voice to communities severely impacted by climate change, highlighting the extreme
vulnerability of the people of South Africa at the frontline of climate change. The tapestry
also spoke to their vision and hope for a just transition. The tapestry was crafted by the Hamburg
community as part of the Keiskamma Art Project, supported by the WWEF.

Key Topics and Documents
Some of the organisations that presented key topics and documents include:

JET Implementation Plan: the JET Project Management Unit (PMU) within the Presidency
of South Africa launching the JET Implementation Plan

UNEP Emissions Gap Report: UNEP also launched the Emissions Gap Report which
included findings from South Africa
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PCC Just Transition Finance Mechanism Report: the Presidential Climate Commission
e launched their report on a Just Transition Finance Mechanism

NBI JET Skills Programme: NBI also shared Phase 2 of the Just Transition Pathways
e work, which will focus on Skilling for the Just Energy Transition in partnership with BCG
and BUSA, in support of the PMU.

¢ NBI's partners We Mean Business Coalition and World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (WBCSD) hosted sessions at the South Africa Pavilion.

Provincial and local government were also well represented throughout the programme
¢ including the City of eThekwini, Northern Cape Provincial Government, Mpumalanga
Provincial Government and KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Government.

¢ National government was represented across multiple departments such as the
Department of Water and Sanitation, and The Presidency.

skills and youth development for a Just Energy Transition.

¢ On the topic of nature, the Paper Manufacturers Association of South Africa (PAMSA)
hosted a discussion on the biodiversity and climate benefits derived from Nature-based
Solutions. Read the Minister of DFFE’s contribution to the topic here.

All sessions that took place at the South African Pavilion are available on the NBl YouTube
Channel.
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Notable participants included the President of
South Africa Hon. Cyril Ramaphosa, the
Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment (DFFE) Ms. Barbara Creecy, the
Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy
(DMRE) Mr. Gwede Mantashe, and Minister of
International Relations and Cooperation
(DIRCO) Ms. Naledi Pandor.

COP28 also saw the highest representation of
members of Parliament from South Africa.
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The importance of the South African Pavilion at
COP continues to grow, particularly as a
platform for South Africans to tell their stories,
showcase action and opportunity, and
demonstrate partnerships for implementation.
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The NBI continues to see a massive interest in
the COP events and will continue to work

Key COP28 Events and Moments

An important aspect of hosting the South African Pavilion is to showcase action and demonstrate
evidence for raised ambition, achieved through infographics, events and other media profiling. A
summary of the Just Transition and Climate Pathways findings and financing needs was
displayed in infographics across the Pavilion walls, with the workstreams that still need to be
explored, being displayed as a thought provoker and conversation starter. The infographic shows
that the just transition will not be linear and requires substantial support. The NBI Skills
Development Infographic focused on the development of South Africa’s skills base towards a
Just Transition, providing more detail on NBI's skills development programme, that targets
Installation, Repair and Maintenance (IRM) skills, which are at the heart of a Just Energy
Transition for South Africa.

The NBI also launched their new programme called the Just Energy Transition Skilling Programme
at the South Africa Pavilion. This programme will build on the work previously done to develop a
unified business view on the decarbonisation pathways to net-zero emissions in South Africa, by
2050. It is technically possible for South Africa to reach net-zero emissions.
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There is now an opportunity to implement those pathways in conjunction with the national
programme, led by the JET PMU. NBI will play a critical role in mobilising the private sector to
deliver on the PMU led JET Skills Implementation Plan.

To enhance coverage of the event, NBI's COP28 media campaign reached 65 474 209
people, including through 50 unique separate pieces of media coverage, with live crossings and
interviews from the Pavilion, as well as the Pavilion launch event, being flighted on SABC, eNCA,
NewzRoom Afrika and CNBC television channels.

Road to COP29

The NBI in partnership with the DFFE will coordinate the South Africa Pavilion at the next UN
climate gathering, COP29, hosted by Azerbaijan from 11 to 24 November 2024.

We look forward to a strong business presence at COP29 and the continued support of
business to make the South Africa Pavilion a high impact and memorable space.

All sessions that took place at the South African Pavilion are available on YouTube.
A video series on the South African Pavilion, sponsors and key moments is also on YouTube.
For historical and upcoming COP related information, please visit the NBl webpage.

Please contact Reitumetse Molotsoane ReitumetseM@nbi.org.za and Bhavna Deonarain
BhavnaD@nbi.org.za for further information.

NBI wishes to thank the sponsors of the South Africa Pavilion at COP28. Without this
sponsorship, the South African Pavilion would not be possible.
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NBI

National Business Initiative

The National Business Initiative (NBI) is an independent and voluntary coalition of South African and multinational businesses
launched in 1995 by the then President, Nelson Mandela.
NBI Website: www.nbi.org.za

Email: info@nbi.org.za
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If you do not wish to receive our mailers, please unsubscribe and your name will be removed from the mailing list.
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