
There has been a 500% 
Ecological decline in South 
Africa’s main rivers since 1999 

Severe droughts 
are already being 
experienced 

Healthy ecological 
infrastructure improves 
food security & wellbeing

ABOut the project

Ecological infrastructure is Key
for South africa’s water security

The Ecological Infrastructure for Water Security 
project works to enhance South Africa’s  water 
security and climate resilience.

The Greater uMngeni 
(supporting the Midlands, 

Pietermaritzburg & 
Durban)

The Berg Breede 
(providing for Cape Town 

and its surrounding areas)

*Ecological infrastructure includes healthy mountain catchments, 
rivers, wetlands & landscapes 

The project is based on a 3-pronged approach, focusing on: funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), this initiative is 
a collaboration between multiple partners:IMPLEMENTATION focuses on 2 pilot catchments:

Mobilising further 
action through 

knowledge sharing  

Strengthening on the 
ground implementation 
in the 2 pilot catchments

Creating an enabling 
environment through 
supportive policies, 

financing mechanisms & 
natural capital accounts

South Africa recieves 
half the world’s 
average rainfall

we face an Estimated 17%  
deficit between water 
supply & demand by 2030 

Invasive alien plants annually 
consume enough water to 
provide for a large City

50% of wetlands 
have been lost 

thriving cATCHMENTS increase 
our resilience to floods, fires 
& drought

Reversing ecological decline will help to safeguard against future water crises

ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROVIDES Significant opportunities 
to reduce poverty & unemployment

Our cities & communities are 
heavily reliant on sufficient 
water flows from the 
natural system 


