
View this email in your browser 

  

O N  A  C L E A R  D A Y  
Bringing you stories that inspire, 
actions that ignite, and initiatives 
that empower. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

19 March 2026 
Issue: 891 

   

 

 

 

             

 

  

TURNING AMBITION INTO ACTION 

  

By being an NBI Member, you are part of a progressive collective that delivers real 
impact through innovation and leadership. Collaboratively, for the past 30 years, we 
have integrated resilience at the core of business strategy. 
 

To learn more about membership, please contact: Gillian Hutchings, Head of 
Membership & Communications. 

  

NBI DRIVING CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION 

  

  

 

CEO-level 
Executive 

Dialogue on the 
White Paper on 

Local 
Government 

Reform 
   

   

         

Top CEOs and government leaders met last week on 10 March 2026 to pressure-test 
South Africa’s Local Government Reform White Paper before it goes to Cabinet. 
 
Bottom line: urgency, execution, accountability. 
 

https://mailchi.mp/de6a989bdd3d/5y1ddu1e7t-12753008?e=c381e888e4
https://www.nbi.org.za/communications/on-a-clear-day/
mailto:GillianH@nbi.org.za?subject=NBI%20Membership&body=
mailto:GillianH@nbi.org.za?subject=GillianH%40nbi.org.za&body=
mailto:GillianH@nbi.org.za?subject=GillianH%40nbi.org.za&body=


Minister Velenkosini Hlabisa opened with a clear message: reform must deliver real 
results stronger municipalities, better infrastructure and reliable services. This session, led 
by the Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA), 
the National Business Initiative (NBI), and hosted by Exxaro, zeroed in on three 
priorities: 

• Fix municipal finances 
• Improve service delivery & infrastructure upkeep 
• Drive spatial transformation, growth, and climate resilience 

 
Leaders called for hard metrics, real accountability and deep institutional reform. Closing 
it out, Shameela Soobramoney, CEO of the National Business Initiative 
(NBI) reinforced the core truth that functional municipalities are the engine of investment, 
development and inclusive growth. 

  

 

Exploring South Africa’s New Energy, Critical Minerals, Manufacturing and 
Logistics Frontier – A Northern Cape Provincial Government Showcase held 
yesterday, 18 March 2026. 

  

  

 

  

 

  

         

 

Leaders from government, business and industry convened in Sandton on Wednesday 18 
March 2026 for the Northern Cape-NBI Collaboration Session to shape the agenda for 
growth and advance targeted investment in energy, mining, manufacturing and logistics 
ahead of the Northern Cape Investment and Jobs Conference 2026. 
 
Northern Cape Premier, Dr. Zamani Saul highlighted the ambition to build a modern, 
expanding economy. Shameela Soobramoney, NBI’s CEO emphasised that unlocking 
inclusive, sustainable growth in South Africa, particularly the Northern Cape’s emerging 
green economy, requires strong public-private partnerships (PPPs). Industry leaders 
underscored energy, mining and infrastructure as key growth catalysts. 

  

EXPLORE GROUNDBREAKING INNOVATIONS FROM NBI MEMBER 
COMPANIES 

  

Engen celebrated 19 young South 
Durban Basin residents who 
successfully completed ICT 
qualifications through the Engen Global 
Citizen Development Programme 
(EGCDP) at a graduation ceremony held 
in Jacobs, Durban on Monday, 9 March 
2026. 

   

Sappi and WWF South 
Africa’s partnership can serve as a 
blueprint for securing the bioeconomy, 
delivering impact in the uMkhomazi 
catchment including clearing 191 ha of 
invasive alien plants, improving 
rangeland management, and supporting 
water quality data collection. 

           

 

https://www.cogta.gov.za/
https://www.nbi.org.za/
https://www.exxaro.com/
https://www.nbi.org.za/
https://www.nbi.org.za/
http://www.northern-cape.gov.za/
https://www.globalafricanetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Northern-Cape-Investment-and-Jobs-Conference-2026-Brochure.pdf
https://www.engen.co.za/
https://www.sappi.com/en-za/


  

 

  

 

        

 

Read more  

 

Anglo American-EDF joint venture 
Envusa Energy has commenced 
commercial operations of the Mooi 
Plaats Solar PV Project, delivering 
240MW of renewable energy into South 
Africa’s grid to support mining 
operations, strengthen energy security, 
advance decarbonisation and create 
socio-economic benefits. 

  

  

Read more  

 

 

Read more  

 

Spur Corporation has 
appointed Vuyokazi “Vuyo” Henda as 
an executive director, bringing extensive 
marketing, brand leadership and 
strategic experience to support growth, 
enhance customer engagement and 
drive long-term value creation across its 
diverse restaurant portfolio. 

  

  

Read more  

 

 

        

 

STAY UPDATED AND BE INSPIRED WITH THE LATEST INDUSTRY 
REPORTS/NEWS 

  

https://www.engen.co.za/media/media-release/engen-equips-ict-graduates-essential-digital-skills-and-pathways-employment
https://www.angloamerican.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/anglo-american-edf-joint-venture-lights-up-sa-electricity-grid-288797a
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sappi-wwf-south-africa-champion-water-management-as-key-to-bioeconomy-resilience-2026-03-17
https://spurcorporation.com/
https://spurcorporation.com/latest_news/spur-corporation-welcomes-vuyo-henda-as-new-executive-director/


  

 

Insight Report: 50 Investible 
Opportunities for a New Nature 
Economy 
 
This report published by the World 
Economic Forum in collaboration with 
Oliver Wyman is part of the World 
Economic Forum’s Nature Positive 
Transitions report series, which outlines 
the different pathways to halt and reverse 
nature loss by 2030 – the mission at the 
heart of the Global Biodiversity 
Framework. 

  

Read more  

 

 

         

The latest insights from the We 
Mean Business Coalition 
 
Electrification offers a powerful 
pathway to modernize energy 
systems, drive down costs, 
strengthen energy security, increase 
productivity and economic 
competitiveness, and build more 
affordable, secure and productive 
economies. 

  

Read more  

 

 

  

          

NBI IN PERSON EVENTS/WEBINARS/MEETINGS 2026 

  

            

https://www.weforum.org/
https://www.weforum.org/
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_50_Investible_Opportunities_for_a_New_Nature_Economy_2026.pdf
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/blog/electric-advantage-a-blueprint-for-affordable-secure-and-competitive-growth/


Nature Action Accelerator Webinar 

– A South African Perspective on a 

Global Shift Toward Nature-Positive 

Business 

Date: Friday, 20 March 2026 

Time: 12:00 - 14:30 (SAST) 

  

RSVP  

 

 

  

 

         

   

EEPBIP-ESCo Awareness Raising 

& Match-Making Networking 

Session 

Date: Wednesday, 25 March 2026 

Time: 09:00 - 16:00 (SAST) 

Location: Sandton, South Africa 

  

RSVP  

 

          

NATIONAL/GLOBAL EVENTS/MEETINGS/CONFERENCES/WEBINARS 2026 

  

SALGA and SA Cities Lunchtime 

Chats: 

The Urban Nexus Edition 

Date: 23 March 2026 

Location: Sandton, South Africa 

  

Register  

 

 

  

 

         

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0322bab6-67a5-4b48-8d4f-4a4dc5e0d5f4@760a8763-1cf6-45ee-af89-8740842a069f
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Y4cKdvYc7kWviYdAhCoGn1uzsu8_wXVDq7o3ptEe15BUQlhBSVhEQTJUWVhNRTAzVEFHUUhIM1VIVS4u&route=shorturl
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/78690b0d-668e-48f3-8181-bccffc341b85@4fc04503-9282-484d-8e07-12db939293a3


  

 

Leaving African Solutions for 

Global Sustainability 

Date: 24 - 25 March 2026 

Location: Sandton, South Africa 

  

Register  

 

          

Solar & Storage Live Africa 

Date: 25 - 27 March 2026 

Location: Sandton, South Africa 

  

Register  

 

 

  

          

  

 

WBCSD Annual Meeting 

Date: 27 - 30 April 2026 

Location: Montreux, Switzerland 

 
  

Register  

 

          

Energy Water Waste Forum 

Date: 15 April 2026 

Time: 08:30 for 09:00 - 13:00 

(SAST) 

Location: City of Cape Town 

Energy Headquarters, South Africa 

  

Register  

 

  
 

  

  

         

NBI INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 

  

https://get.futureofsustainability.co.za/future-of-sustainability-conference/
https://www.terrapinn.com/exhibition/solar-show-africa/index.stm
https://www.wbcsd.org/events/wbcsd-annual-meeting/
https://web1.capetown.gov.za/web1/websitefeedback/?id=c6d05194-4ebf-4710-b886-433eb50fd661


   

  

 

         

   

  

          

 

    

 


